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grace mercie and peace from 
God the Father and from the Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt. 


PANE Ccording as your Worthips 
WP; A ” pleaſure was, I haue peruſed this 


I booke, and as wynde and weathet 
N woulde ſeruc for paſſage, haue 
D 5 brought it out of France into Eng- 
_ land: The cauſe of your liking, can 
not be miſliked of any: and the iudgement of the 
right honourable my Maſter, may ſtande as moſt 
grounded in trueth and iuſtice, whereby hee ſen- 
tenced him not only to be of the Religio of Chriſt, 
but alſo truely a religious Chriſtian . For ſurely, if I 
be not deceiued in iudgement, who ſo ſhall reade 
this booke, ſhall finde there was a Chriſte in the 
man, and ſuch a Chriſt ,as made him in deede a 
Chriſtian, not for a daye or two, not for fayre and 
calme weather onely , but from the firſt beginning 
of his entrance into the knowledge of God, to his 
very laſt breath, in moſt ſharpe and ſtormic tem- 
peſtes , as witneſſeth his happic and bleſſed mar- 
tyrdome, in that moſt horrible ſlaughter of the 
Sainctes of God, on Barthelmewes daye in Pa- 
ris that wicked murdereſſe of Gods people, againſt 
whome their innocent blood cryeth ro God for 
vengeance againſt the daye of wrath. As he felt, ſo 
he wrote, and his feeling was with ſuch ſpirituall 
vnderſtanding, as that we may well ſee , he was 
A ij. one of 
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one of them of whome hee wrote, and by ſo well 
knowing him ſelfè to his cuerlaſting comfort, gaue 
vs a waye to knowe our ſelues for the ioyous aſſu- 
rance of our ſaluation. The greateſt comfort we 
haue, is to knowe that we are of the citie of God, 
and who ſo would honour vs the moſt , could nor 
better perfourme it to our liking , then to aſſure vs 
we are the childre of that heauely Father, broughr 
into that honour and dignitie , by Chriſt that dyed 
for vs, and gaue him ſelfe for vs, and in whome we 
dwell, and he in vs, if we deceiue not our ſclues. As 
for the cofort we might reape,by being made men, 
and not beaſtes, though ir be great, & God is there- 
fore greatly ro be. magnified , yer conſidering what 
God did for vs, & what we haue done againſt him, 
where he ſet vs by grace, and where we finde our 
ſelues through ſinne and rebellion, we haue cauſe 
rather to ſorowe, then to joye, of heauines then 
of comfort: and in that reſpect, the verieſt varlet & 
caitif that goeth vpon the earth hath as much to 
triumphe in, as hath the beſt man of God, the dea- 
reſt childe of our heauely Father. For they are me, 
as well as we, made to the image of God as well as 
we, haue as great light in them of natural reaſon & 
vnderſtãding, as we, witnes the Heathẽ that neuer 
knewe God, no worſe ſinners in Adam thẽ we, but 
we as bad as they, both of vs for our ſinne and re- 
bellion againſt him in that man Adam iuſtly blin- 
ded, iuſtly condemned. This the blind wyſe Philo- 
ſopher did not ſee, and this the obſtinate Pelagian 
Papiſt at this day will not acknowledge, and there- 
fore they borhe lifte vp their heeles againſt God, 
haue wicked thoughtes, and ſpeake blaſphemous 
wordes againſt heauen, and againſt their owne 
ſaluation. 
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ſaluation. And becauſe this prerogatiue ouer o- 
cher creatures, but equalitie of and in mankinde, 
had not that in it, that might in deede comfort the 
heart of man, but rather caſt him done, his minde 
and purpoſe was to lay forth the other to vs, which 
is proper to vs, I ſaye proper to vs, that are of the 
houſhold of faith , of 1 common wealth of Iſrael, 
citizens of heauen, felowe heires with Chriſt, the 
children of God: and 1 ſaye proper, becauſe the 
Heathen and Barbarians, be they neuer ſo wyſe, 
the Pelagians and Papiſtes, be they neuer ſo ſu- 
perſtitiouſly deuoute, haue neither part nor por- 
tion in it. And this is the preeminence, not to be 
called, but to be a Chriſtian, which whoſoeuer fee- 
leth in hym ſelfe with a right feeling of true vnder- 
ſtanding, which neither of the two before named 
hath (for the one fighteth againſt the name of 
Chriſt, the other can not abide to heare of any cer- 
taine perſuaſion and aſſurance of the conſcience, 
that it is beloued of God, and that God is without 
doubt our Father, ) hath the greateſt preeminence 
chat man can haue vpon earth, and the greateſt 
ioye and comfort that can be felt by man. All of vs 
at this day, in this part of the world, do ioye in this 
name, Chriſtian, and it is taken for the greateſt diſ- 
honour that can be done to man, to ſaye he is no 
Chriſtian: And yet ſure it is, that euery man is not 
a Chriſtian, that is called a Chriſtian , euery man 1s 
not a Chriſtian that is Chriſtcned , not cuery one 
that ſayeth Lord Lord,ſhal enter into the kingdom 
of heauen, no more then euery one that was cir- 
cumciſed, was a true lewe, or all that deſcended of 
the race of Abraham, were true children to Abra- 
ham. There was amongeſt them Iſmael, who per- 
A iij. ſecured 
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ſecuted his brother, and yer was he circumciſed: 
there was Eſau, whom the Lord hated, and yet was 
he circumciſed : So are there heretikes amongſt 
vs, Chriſtened, and yet not Chriſtians, for neither 
the cutting of of a piece of skinne in them, did 
make them true Iſraclites, neither dipping in a litle 
water, maketh theſe true Chriſtians. Both of theſe 
ſtandeth in the ſpirit, not in the letter, in the in- 
ward worke by grace and that of God, not in the 
outwarde worke of man. So that he that hath this 
honorable name, to be called a Chriſtiã, hath more 
cauſe to tremble then to reioyce, vnleſſe hee hauo 
a ſure teſtimonie both within and without, that ho 
is in deede a Chriſtiã: for the abuſe of Gods name 
can auaile man nothing at all, nay it ſurther eth & 
increaſeth his condemnation, as a great credit cõ- 


mitted to a ſeruant, and abuſed by that ſeruant, pro- 
cureth greater diſpleaſure. Howe we ſhall come to 
the knowledge of this e ones and excellen- 


eie, which is in vs, this booke ſheweth, and becauſe 
it is ſo plainely and ſhortely ſer forth, I will noc 
ſtande here to make any diſcourſe of it vnto your 
worſhip, only I moſt humbly beſeeche you to reade 
the booke it ſelfe, and there ſhall you finde it ſa 
well layd forth, as ſhalbe to your contentment and 
comfort. I could very willingly haue bene content 
to haue entred ſome what into the matter, but I 
ſeare I ſhould haue ouerſlipped my ſelfe, for I muſt 
needes confelle of my ſelfe, and to the glorie God, 
I ſpeake ir, that I can eaſelier enter into it, then 
come forth, ſo great comfort I receiue of the doc- 
trine, which is the chiefeſt part of the ioye of my 
ſaluation. Were it not that l had good aſſurance, & 
feeling of theſe markes which he ſetteth down, and 
| | Ae 
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are in deede the true markes of our ſaluation, both 
in vs and to vs, that we are ſaued, I ſhould deſpayre 
rather then hope, and bende my ſelf wholly againſt 
God, then euer be ſubiect or ſubmit my ſelf to God. 
And therefore ſo oft as euer J enter into conſidera- 
tion of the wicked doctrines, which the reprobate 
and cõdemned Church of Antichriſt, giueth out & 
teacheth, I finde none ſo dereſtable as this point, 
that laboureth to take away from vs all per ſwaſion 
of Gods loue towardes vs, and of our moſt ſure and 
ccrtaine redemption by the blood of Chriſt . They 
cal it a preſumptuous doctrine, a deſperat doctrine, 
a doctrine y leadeth mi to al kinde of diſſolutenes, 
an enemie togodlines of life & deuotiõ, a furtherer 
of al ſenſualitie, al luſt, all wickednes and rebellion 
againſt god. Though we are taught by the ſcripture, 
that none can beleue but ſuch as are appointed to 
ſaluation, and none can receiue Chriſt, and beleue 
in his name, but they which haue this prerogatiue 
giuen the, to be ſonnes of God: though the Apoſtle 
ſay, knowe ye not that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you: and agayne, The Temple of God is holy, 
which Temple you are: though Chriſt him ſelf ſay, 
Reioyce that your names are written inthe booke 
of life: and, Ofthoſe whom my Father hath giuen 
me, I will not leeſe one: yet ceaſe they not againſt 
ſo manifeſt trueths of the Spirit of God, and witnes 
of the Sonne of God yea and euident ſpeaches of 
God him ſelfe, to diſgorge their blaſphemies ten- 
ding to the ſubuerſion of ſoules, becauſe they enuie 
at other mens ſaluation, not paſſing, as ſeemeth by 
their doctcine, for their ovne, though I iudge them 
not. Is it a preſumption for a Chriſtian man to ſay 
as Chriſt hath commaunded vs and taught vs to 
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lay, Our Father which art in heaucn? Or may I ſay, 
Our father, in doubt, whether he be ſo or no: No ma 
can call God his Father, but in faith, and faith is no- 
thing but an vndoubted perſuaſion that we are be- 
loued of God in Chriſt, be loued as childrẽ, becauſe 
he gaue his Sonne for us, becauſe he the righteous, 
dycd for me the vnrighteous, whetby as he became 
a ſinner, by ſetting him ſelfe in my place, ſo do I be- 
come righteous, in that that God ſetteth me in his 
lace : And becauſe our condition and ſtate is ſuch 
with God, leſus Chriſt our Sauiour willed vs in 
pray ing, to pray thus, Our Father. For if this groũd 
go not before, we are lyers in ſo praying, Nay we 
blaſpheme him in ſo praying, for he will not be cal- 
led Father of the reprobate, no more then he 
will accept the ſacrifice of the wicked, whereot hee 
ſay eth by his Prophet, that it is an abomination to 
him, for our prayers are ſacrifices, and if they be 
the praycrs of his children, then are they ſweete 
ſmelling ſacrifices: but if they be the prayers of the 
wicked and reprobate, then are they an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. Do we not euery one of vs, in the 
Confeſſion of our fayth, ſay , Ibelecue in God the 
Father? what do we lye, when we ſay ſo? Or muſt 
we doubt when we ſay ſo? Wel this is the doctrine 
of the enemies of God, the Papiſtes, who ſay, it is 
preſumption for any man to ſaye that he is ſaued. 
Then 1 ſay, it is preſumption for any man to ſay, thar 
he is the childe of God: then is it preſumption for 
any man to ſaye, that God is our Father: then is it 
preſumption for any man to ſaye that he is a Chri- 
ſtian: then is it preſumption for any man to ſay in 
a good and true faith, I beleeue in God. And ſo by 
this meanes ſhall the whole Cacholike Church be 
condem- 
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condemned for charging vs to ſaye fo : then is 
Chriſt alyer, and a maſter of hereſies in teaching 
vs to praye ſo: then do we all wickedly to call and 
profeſſe our ſelues Chriſtians with ſuch confidence 
as we do. And ſeeing their profeſſion and docttine 
is ſo, that no man can aſſuredly ſaye that God is his 
Father, let them ſet it downe in flat termes, as they 
meane it, and let the ſtyle of the Cõfeſſion of fayth, 
and the Lords prayer go as their doQtrine is, after 
this ſorte, I doubt in God the Father almightie, I 
doubt in leſus Chriſt, I doubt in the holy Ghoſt, 
and if thou which art in heauen be our Father, ha- 
lowed be thy name, and ſo forth . What a diucliſh 
doctcine is this? and yet it is the doctrine of the 
church of Rome: what a deſperate doctrine is it? 
and yet it is the doctrine that we mult confeſſe to 
be true, or els we be heretikes, we muſt be burned. 
we muſt be condemned. Chriſtians I ſaye , muſt 
be condemned, becauſe they ſaye they are Chri- 
ſtians, for it is nothing els wee ſaye: wee ſaye wee 
are the children of God, hat is an hereſie, ſay they, 
and yet they will graũt vs to be Chriſtiãs. A ſtrange 
kinde of Chriſtiã, that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and if we haue the Spirit of Chriſt, are we not Chil- 
dren >The Apoſtle teacheth vs all this: why then, 
what is it els to ſay, we are Chriſtians, then to ſaye, 
we are the childrẽ of God? and is there any childe 
of God that is not ſaucd ? Paul ſay eth, if ſonnes, 
then heires, heires of the kingdome, yea fclowe 
heires with Chriſt.So then it is no more preſump- 
tion to ſay, I am ſaued, then to ſaye, lam the childe 
of God: neyther any more preſumprion to ſaye, [ 
am tlie childe of God, then to ſaye,l ama Chi1- 
ſtian. Oh but ſay they, this doctrine maketh men 

deſpe- 
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deſperate: for if they ſtande vpon thoſe termes 
once, that they are ſaued, they wil care no more for 
good workes, they will abandon them ſelues to all 
kinde of ſinne. In deede they ſay, as they feele, for if 
they felt what it were to haue this perſuaſion and 
ground, they would know, that as they are freed fro 
ſinne, fo are they to liue in righteouſnes : The true 
Chriſtian and childe of God, is more fearefull to 
* finne, becauſe he loueth God, and is beloued of 
God, then all the wicked are for feare of puniſh- 
ment. He knoweth and is perſuaded, that as he is 
de ad with Chriſt, ſo muſt he riſe againe with Chriſt 
in newnes of life, to liue after the Spirit, not after 
the fleihe, and that God hath prepared his wayes 
to walke in, which are good workes. If the liues of 
all men were looked into, it would eaſely appeare, 
where were the greateſt abundance of ſinne, whe- 
ther in the true Chriſtian who is a witnes of the 
trueth of this docttine, or in the enemie of trueth, 
which can not abide this docttine. And why can 
he not abyde this doctrine? becauſe he can not a- 
byde to heare of the adoption of God, howe God 
hath adopted and taken vs to bee his ſonnes in 
Chriſte before the foundation of the worlde was 
layed. And why ſo > Becauſe they go about to ſer vp 
their one righteouſnes, and therefore will nor be 
ſubic@ ta the righteouſnes of God. If we do wel, be- 
cauſe we are the children of God, and if we beleue, 
becauſe we were appointed to ſaluation, then is it 
not our wel doing that maketh vs to be Gods chil- 
dren: then are we not appointed to ſaluation, be- 
cauſe we beleue: then are all their merites gone, 
then is all their fat in the fycr. A Heathen, a Phari- 
ſe, and a Papiſt, is no bodic vnleſſe he may merite, 

vnle ſſe 
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vnleſſe God may be bounde to him, and not he to 
God: he will not take the kingdome of heauen of 
gift, he will haue it of duetie, and that is no Goda 
mercie to him. This is the very point of the matter, 
iudge now which is the preſumptuous doctrine, ei- 
ther the hcatheniſh Phariſaicall papiſtrie, or the 
trueth of the Goſpel. But as 1 ſayd, I can more caſe)y 
enter into the matter, then ger out of it, the * 
nes of their hereſie is ſo notorious and brutiſhe, the 
trueth of our doctrine is ſo plaine and riche, that I 
can not conteine my ſelfe, if I ſhould folo my ſelf, 
Iwill therefore ſurceaſe and leaue your worſhip to 
the reading of the worke it ſelfe, which ſhalbe ſuffi- 
eient to inſtructe you in the waye of his trueth, and 
arme you againſt the aſſaultes of Satan by theſe his 
inſtrumentes . The Lord by his holy Spirit worke 


thoſe two effectes in you, for this preſent, ſo true & 
comfortable dofrine : and ſurther leade you into 
all trueth, as he is the God of trueth, that in the day 
of the Lord leſus , you may be founde to haue wal- 
ked without ſtumbling in whatſoeuer hee hath 
thought neceſſarie to reueile vnto you ſor your ſal- 
uation. 15. Sept. 1576. 


Your worſhip: humbly at com- 
mem L. 7. 


A briefe collection of the 


chiefeſt points of the life of Maſter Peter 


de la Place, while he lined Counſeller to 
the Frenche King, and chicke Pꝛeũdent in 
his Court of Apdes, at Paris : let 
fozth by. de Farnace, 


Pough, to iudge aright of any 


. 


[ worke, we haue to conſider ra- 
A what the thing is in it ſelf, 


2 L = then to ſtande much vpon the 

authour of it, becauſe, as trueth 
is, the opinions wherwith we are befo2e pol⸗ 
ſeſſed, whether they be with oz againſt the 


perſons , ſtay vs from iudging ſpncerely ol 
their doings: yet notwithſtanding it is a cõ⸗ 
mendable cuſtome, not onely to ſet mens 
names bekoꝛe their bookes, but alſo to ſet 
downe what men they were, to the ende the 
reader may be the better pꝛepared to taſte of 
the fruict when he ſhal once vnderſtand what 
tree did beare it: fo: it i to be thought, that 
the fruict wilbe like the tree that bare it. And 
thereloꝛe, ſeeing this wozke came to mine 
handes, I was ſo bolde ta put foꝛth this ſhort, | 
but yet moſt true dilcours of the lyfe and 
death of the woꝛthie man that made it: be⸗ 
ing otherwple thus 11;nded , though this oc⸗ 

calſion 
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caſton had not fallen out, that it were an in⸗ 
iurie to poſteritie to ſuffer diuers thinges 
lye buryed vnder ſilence which befell hum in 
his Iyfe tyme, and are woozthie perpetuall 
memozie. . 
Thereſoꝛe, to beginne at his byꝛch, Ma⸗ 
ſter Peter de la Place, an Angouleſmian 
bone, was ſo well trayned vp in learning, 
tuen from a chylde , that he onely of all his 
bꝛethꝛen reſolued with him ſeife to follows 
the ſtudie ofthe Lawes , wherein he pꝛofited 
ſo marueylouſſy, that befoze hee was two 
and twentie yeres olde, hee made a com⸗ 
mentatie vpon the title of Actions: and a⸗ 
bont the ſame tyme began to be a common 
pleader in the Parliament of Paris, where 
he gote him great commendation and pꝛapſe 
ko? excellencie of witte and eloquence in 
pleading, and eſpecially foꝛ ſingular vpꝛight⸗ 
nes ok conſcience. Fo2 which cauſe alſo, che 
deceaſed King Francis the great, did him 
this honour to chni? him fo2 his Aduocate 
and Autourney in his Court of Aydes in Pa- 
ris, In which office he behaued him ſelfe ſo 
well, that no man is able to bereue hym 
of this commendation , that hee kept his 
handes continually cleane from bziberie, 
and neuer dyd any thing againſt his office, 
| either 


There of theEAumour 
either foꝛ vnbꝛideled ambition oꝛ couetoul⸗ 
nes. King Penrie the laſt, hauing ſufficient 
teſtimonie ot his good and vpꝛight bearing 

- of Himlelfe , in ſteade of continuing him in 
this office, choſe hum amongeſt a number 
of other to be his Pꝛeſidẽt in the ſayd Court 
of Aides. and whileſt he was in this office, 
it plealed God to call him to knowe him, a⸗ 
bout the pere 1 5 5 4, after a ſtrange fa- 
ſhion. f 

About twentie veres before , whyleſt hee 
was a ſtudent at Poictiers, it plealed God 
to make him ſee Maſter John Caluine, pal⸗ 
ſing then that way with the Archbyſhop ol 
Tillet, whome he was content to heare ſpea⸗ | 
king honourably of the knowledge. of God | 
in generall, but when he ſpake of the pure 
ſeruice of God, he made a ſtaye there, as one 
very zelous of that religion wherein he had 
bene carefully bought vp. Het ſo it was, that 
euen from that daye, there remayned ſome 
ſcruple in his conſcience, that it myght well 
be, he might be deceiued, and that his mynde 
ran bpon often times as he confeſled after⸗ 
warde: which was as you would ſaye, a pꝛe⸗ 
paratiue to nouriſh this litle ſeede, vntill it 
came to budde foꝛth and ſpꝛing, at ſuch time 
as God had appointed it. 

After 
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After this it fell out on a daye, that ſtan ; 
ding at his dooze, there came a certame ſtrã⸗ 
ger to hint , by a wonderfull pzoudcnce of 
God, whom he knewe not, but ſeeing him to 
be a man of ſome qualitie, and one that wan- 
fedreliefe in his extreme pouertie, turned 
to him very humbly, and made him a long 
diſcourſe in excellent Latin vpon the cauſe 
ok his miſerie . And finding him to be a man 
well qualified , cauſed him to come in euen 
into his ſtudie, to feele him the better to the 
bottome at his leaſure. Then this pooze ma, 
as one ſent from God, began to diſcyfer out 
frankely vnto him all the abuſes of the Po- 
piche Church, and to ſhewe hym the true and 
onely waye to ſerue God. And after he had 
heard him patiently, he rewarded him, and 
Paved him notwithſtanding very earneſtly 
to come no moꝛe to him, ſo afraid he was of 
the fyers which were pꝛepared againſt them 
which were ſuſpected the leſt that might be, 
fo2 the doctrine of the Goſpel: as in deede 
thispoote ſtranger,not long after, was tried 
in the foꝛnace at Paris. 

But after this, Peter de la Place, left not 
turning both the Scriptures and al che olde 
fathers, euen to the very ſcholemen , to finde 
ſome meaneg if it were pollible, to take 2 
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this ſcruple which troubled his minde day de 
night. By this meanes in ſhoꝛt ſpace, God 
touched his heart, and opened his eyes, and 
cauſed him to behold the light ofthe Golpel, 
in ſo much as after y death of Kyng Francis 
the ſecond, he declared him ſelfe openly to be 
of their number that made pꝛoleſſion of the 
refoꝛmed Religion. And about that time put 
fo2th a treatiſe concerning aur Calling, to 
King Charles the ninth that dead is, and 
ſhoztly after put foozth an other treatiſe in 
pꝛinte, touching the right vſe ol Moral Phi- 
loſophie, with the doctrine of Chziſt. | 
So that when the troubles encreaſed, 
fo his owne ſafetie , hee departed from Pa- 
ris, and withdzewe himſelfe to an houſe of 
his in Picardie: where all the tyme of the 
troubles hee gaue hym ſelle wholly to the 
ſtudie of Diuinitie, as the onely and true 
Philoſophie, ( ſayde hee) which is able to 
miniſter to man true ioye and comfort in his 
griefes and miſeries: and vſed oftentymes 
to exhoꝛte his familie to the feare of God, 
and exerciſed them in pꝛayers. And ſome | 
| part of his tyme alſo he gaue to wiite howe | 
matters of Religion and the comon wealth 
paſſed, diners pieces whereof, vnwares to 
him were imprinted, Anno 1565. | 
hen 
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hen theſe warres were ended, in the 
yere 62, he went and pꝛeſented him ſelfe to 
the King, to purge him ſelfe of manie falle 
bꝛuites which certaine euill willers had calt 
out of him in the warre time: at what time, 
after that his Maieſtie was ſatilfied with his 
anſwers foꝛ his defence finding y late Pzince 
of Conde that dead is, in the Court, hee 
went and did his duetie to him: who, foz his 
part, receiued him ſo courteouſſy, that from 
that inſtant, he gaue him the charge, # made 
him ouerſcer of all his houſholde affaires. 
which he tooke in ſo good part, that in all 
matters that concerned his honour , he ſpa- 
red neither goovs,no? childꝛen, no? him ſelf, 
ſo carefullhe was of his ſeruice. 

Fiue yeres after, when the troubles be⸗ 
gan afreſhe, he withdꝛewe him ſelfe againe, 
from Paris to the Caſtell of Ve in Valois, 
which belõged to his nephewes, by the right 
of Miſtres Ragonde Luillier his wyfe , to 
whom he was at that inſtant, tutoꝛ. During 
the time oftheſe warres,he ſuffred great per 
ſecutions: but neither the loſle of his office, 
no! the ſale of his moueable goodes, no2 the 
ſeaſing vpon his vnmoueable , troubled o2 
diſquieted him ſo much, as the dilcourteſies 
did which hee receiued at their hanves , of 
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whome he ought in courtieſie haue reaped | 
greate hope of helpe, as of them that were 
nereſt to him in blood, amongſt all which, 
I can not let paſſe one vnſpoken of, who ſhe⸗ 
wed him {elfe very barbarous and diſcourte- 
ous,and is a Counleler of the Court, (howe | 
be it J am content to concele his name) and 
did once not onely knowe the trueth of the 
Goſpel, but that mote is, made open pꝛofeſ⸗ 
ſion of it but afterwardes foꝛgat Himlelfe ſo | 
farre phe played as lewde a touch as might 
be with the ſaide La Place his kinſman , For © 
where as he p2ofeſled the religion, pea and 
that after the firſt troubles, perceiuing that 
God pꝛoued his childꝛen ſomwhat ſharpely, 
he reuolted by and by, and ſeeing himſelfe in 
ſome danger by thꝛeates caſt out againſt the 
that had bene of the religion, to auoyde all 
ſuſpicion of griefthat he might conceine fo 
his reuolte, oꝛ of deſire to returne to the cf- 
panie of good men, he purpoſed with himſelf | 
to commit ſome notoꝛious acte, as he foꝛth⸗ 
with perfo2med it in ſlandering and giuing 
fo:th the woꝛſt ſpeaches he coulde, againſt 
this Peter de la Place, taking this occaſion, 
which J will tell you, to make ſome ſhewe of 
his doing. 

Peter de la Place, was tutour to his ne- | 

phewes, 
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phewes, which were childꝛen to this Coun- 
ſelers wife, and had, as J ſaide befoze , with- 
' Nawenhimſelf to a certaine caſtel of theirs, 
Pereupon this Counſleler ceaſed not by way 
of ſondꝛie flanderous requeſtes and ſupplt- 
| cations , to foꝛge and put into the heads of 
the Court of parlement a thouſand lewde 
and wicked. pꝛactiles and ſlanderous repꝛo⸗ 
ches: in ſo muchas he cauſed this ſaive La 
Place; while hee was abſent and knewe no- 
thing of theſe matters , not onely to be dif- 
charged of the office of his tutoꝛſhip, to his 
great repꝛoche, but alſo gate fozth a com- 
miſſion to get him poſſeſſion of the ſayde ca⸗ 
ſtell and to arreſte the ſaide La Place. Uhich 
no doubte had bene executed in ſo vnhappy 
and troubleſome a time, conſidering what 
diligence hee cauſed Tanchou and his Ar⸗ 
chers to make, as if they had gone about 
the taking of ſome thiefe and murderer: had 
not God raiſed vp a friend, who came a night 
befoze and tolde him of the whole matter. 
Whereupon thoughhe were in a contmuall 
burning ague yet he was conſtrained to ſaue 
bimlelfe in the fozeſt ol Rez, which is hard 
ning vpon the Caſtell, where hee light 
bpon a ſtranger, that tooke him in, whereas 
this Counſeler not onely againſt all right of 
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kinred , but alſo contrarie to all humanitit 
ſcaled vp on his Caſtel, caſt out the childꝛen 
ofthe la Place, and ſpoiled ſuch goodes as 
he had left there: and beſide all this barba⸗ 
rousvnkindnes, ſent Tanchou and his ar: 
chers to purſue him. Who by thts meanes 
was conſtrayned to remayne in the foꝛeſt as 
a vagabond a good ſoꝛte of dayes togither, 
vntill at lengthe the Lozde of Bouchauane 
ſhewed him this courtieſie, to take him ve 
rie ſecretly into a litle chamber in his Cx 
ſtell of Couſſy, where hee was conſtray⸗ 
ned to remaine faſt ſhut vp, comfo2ting him 
ſelfe in theſe his diſtreſſes and miſeries 
with the reading of the holie ſcriptures, at 
what time he gaue him ſelle co ſome deeper 
conſideration of the excellencie of a Ch 
= man , and to wꝛyte this lytle tren 
—_— 
— Afterwarde when it pleaſed GD D t0 
giue his pooze Churche ſome bꝛeathing 
time, he returned home to his houſe , an? 
though there were ſome reſiſtance made # 
gainſt hym by one that in the tyme of the 
warre, had enryched him ſelfe with ſpoyl 
of his goodes, vet he reentred into the offic! 
of his Preſidentſhip, and executed it withou 
any reppocye » being honoured of all-goo0 
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men, and feared ofthe wicked,vntil this cur⸗ 
ſed S.Barthlemewes day, the foure & twentie 
of Auguſt, the laſt day ofa number of honeſt 
mens liues, yea and of the verie chiefe and 
flowꝛes of France. And amongeſt the reſt 
was this man De la Place molt cruelly mur- 
dered, in maner as foloweth. 

The xxiiii. day about ſixe ofthe clocke in ỹ 
morning, there came to his houſe one Caps 
taine Michel by name, an Harquebuſier of 
Charles the ninth , whom he was the better 
content to receiue into his houſe, becauſe he 
fooke Him to bee one of the Kings Scot- 
tithe garde,fo2 many of them loued him very 
well, and offred their ſeruice to him often- 
times. Ihen this Captaine Michel was 
thus entred into his houſe, armed with an 
harquebouze on his ſhoulder, and a piſtoll at 
his gyꝛdell, and a table napkin about his left 
arme in token he was one of the murderers, 
the lirſt woꝛdes he ſpake were theſe, that the 
Duke ok Guyſe had by the Kings comman- 
dement ſlaine the Admiral, and many other 
noble m# of the religion: and becauſe al the 
reſt of the Huguenots, of what qualitie ſoe- 
Uer they were, were appointed to be murde⸗ 
redn he was come to this Gentlemans houſe 
La place, to deliuer him out of this calami- 
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tie. But yet he would they ſhould ſhewe him 
all the gold and ſiluer in the houſe. | 
Then this Gentleman De la Place, ama⸗ 
ſed at the pꝛoudenes of this man, that being 
but one in the houſe, and amongeſt ten oꝛ 
twelue perſons, he durſt vle ſuch woꝛdes, al 
ked him if he knewe where he was, and whe- 
ther there were a King oz no. To whom this 
Captaine anſwered with othes, that ſeeing} 
it was ſo, he ſhould go with him to the King,. 
and ſo he ſhouldknowe his pleaſure. Then 
this Gentleman La Place heard this, and mil | 
douting that there was ſome great ſedition 
in the towne, ſlipped out at a backdooze, thin 
king to ſaue him ſelfe in ſome of his neigh 
bours houſes. In the meane ſeaſon molt part 
of his ſeruants conueyed them ſelues away, 
and this Captaine hauing gotten about a! 
thouſand crownes as he was departing was | 
requeſted by Miſtres Marets daughter to the 
ſame Gentle man to conduct her and Maſter 
Marets her husbande, to ſome Catholiques 
houle, cheir friend, which he did. | 
After this, the ſaid la Place, hauing bene re⸗ 
fuſed at thꝛee houſes, was cõſtrained to come 
home to his owne, where he founde his wylt 
verie deſolate, and to2menting her ſelfe verit | 


pitifully , both fo2 feare leſt this Captain? 
would! 
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would haue calf her ſonne in lawe and her. 
daughter into the water, and alſo fo2 the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent daunger ſhe ſawe her pooze husbande 
and all her familie in. But this Gentleman 
la Place, ſtrengthened with the ſpirit of God, 
and with marueilous conſtancie rebuked his 
wie ſharpely, laying foꝛth befoꝛe her, howe 
paciently they had to receiue ſuch afflictions 
at Gods handes :. and ſo when he had a litle 
diſcourſed vpon the pꝛomiſes that God ma⸗ 
— to his childꝛen, he put her in good com⸗ 
ot. 

Afterwarde he commanded his men ſer⸗ 
uants and mayde ſeruants that were left, to 
be called in, # as he vſed euery Sabbath day 
to make ſome kinde ofexhoztation to his fa⸗ 
milie, he gaue himſelle to pꝛayer, and after- 
warde began to reade a Chapter of lob, and 
Maſter Caluins ſermon vpon it, and made a 
ſhoꝛt diſcourſe vpon the iuſtice and mercie 
of God, who (ſaide he) as a good Father ex- 
erctſeth his choſen people with divers cha- 
ſtiſements, to the ende they ſhould not ſtaye 
themſelues vpon woꝛldly things. He ſhewer 
them moꝛeouer howe necellarie afflictions 
are fo2 the Chꝛiſtiaus, and that neither the 
wonld, noꝛ the deuill are able to hurt vs fur⸗ 
ther, then it ſtandeth with Gods good will 
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and pleaſure to ſuffer them, and therefoze we 
neede not feare their power which reacheth 
no further then to our bodies. And after 
this, he gaue himſelfe to pꝛayer againe, pꝛe⸗ 
paring him ſelfe and al his familie to ſuffer al 
kinde of tozments,yea & death it ſelfe, rather 
then to do any thing againſt Gods gloꝛie. 
Then he had ended his pꝛayer, one com⸗ 
meth and telleth him that Maſter Seneſcay 
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Pꝛouiſt of the cowne houſe and a number of 


Archers were at his gates, and commanded 
them to open the gates in the Kings name, 


and ſaid that he was come to garde La Pla- 
ces perſone, to keepe his houle from ſpoy⸗ 
ling by the multitude: vpon this occaſion, 


this Gentleman la Place commaunded the 


gate to be opened, and ſo he came in and told 


him what ſlaughter there was made of the 


Huguenots thzoughout all the towne, and 
that by the Rings commandement, adding 


thele wozdes amongſt the reſt in Latin, that 


there ſhould not one be left, chat could piſle | 


againſt a wall. Motwithſtanding he had ex⸗ | 


pꝛeſſe commandement from his Maieſtie to 
ſee there were no hurt done to him, but to 


hʒing him to the Louure, becauſe he was de⸗ 
ſirous to be inſtructed by him of diuers mat⸗ 
ters touching them ok the Religion , _ 
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he had to deale in, and therfo2e that he ſhould 
make him ſelle ready to come to the King. 

This Gentleman la Place anſwered, that 
he would thinke him ſell happy foz euer, ik be⸗ 
foꝛe he departed out of this wozlde,he might 
finde the meanes to cite the King an ac⸗ 
compt of all his doings and behauiour, But 
foꝛ 2ᷣ time, conſider ing what hoꝛrible flaugh- 
ters were committed all the towne ouer , it 
woulde bee impoſſible fo2 him to get to the 
Louure in ſafetie, without great and moſt e- 
uident dãger ol his perſon, but he might wel 
allurance his Maieſtie of his perſon , if it 
would pleaſe him to leaue ſuch a nũber of Ar⸗ 
chers in his houſe, as he ſhould thinke meete, 
vntill the furie of the people were a litle ap- 
peaſed, Seneſcay graunted him his requeſt, 
left him one of his Lieutenãts, called Toute 
voye, and foure of his Archers. 

Shoꝛtly after that Seneſcay was depat⸗ 
ted, the Pꝛeſident Charon then Pꝛouiſt of 5 
Darchants of Paris came to the houſe, and 
after he had talked a whyle with him in ſe- 
cret, departed c left him foure of the towne 
Archers beſide the Archers of Seneſcayscd- 
panie. All the day after and the night follow: 
ing, was beſtowed in ſtopping vp and ram- 
pbaring the wayes into the houſe , and pꝛoui⸗ 
ding 
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ding pebbles and ſtones vp into windowes, 
ſo that by this great and painefull watche 
there was ſome likelyhood, that theſe Ar- 
chers were placed in the houle foz the ſafette 
of La Places perſon, and to pꝛeſerue his fami⸗ 
lie from that commõ milerie that other felt, 
vntill Seneſcay came backe the next daye fol⸗ 
lowing, about two of the clocke in the after 
noone and ſhewed him, that he had expꝛeſſe @& 
pꝛeciſe commaundement from the King, to 
bꝛing him, without any further delay. This 
Gentleman La Place ſhewed him as befoze, 
what danger there was fo2 him in the town, 
ſeeing that the ſelf ſame mozning, there was 
one of his neighbours houſes ſacked. Althis 
notwithſtãding Seneſcay was earneſt to the 
contrarie, ſaving that it was a common vle a- 
mongſt y Huguenots to pꝛoteſt great hum⸗ 
blenes, and ſay that they are the Kings moſt 
obedient ſeruants and ſubiects, but when it 
came to the point to obey the Kings cõman⸗ 
dement, they ſhewed them ſelues very colde, 
and it ſeemed by them that they coulde in no 
wyſe bꝛooke it. And as fo} the danger, hee 
ſayde it was foꝛ him to go to the Louvre, 
Seneſcay anſwered him, that he would giue 
him a Captaine of Paris, which ſhould be ve⸗ 
rie well knowen to all the people, to accom⸗ 
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panie him. UWWhyle Seneſcay was thits tal⸗ 
king with him, a Captaine of Paris, called Pe- 
ſou, and one of the chiefeſt cutthzotes came 
mto this Gentlemans La Place his chamber, 
and offred to conduct him. La Place refuſed 
him verie earneſtly, ſaying to Seneſcay, chat 
he was one of the cruelleſt and wickedeſt me 
in all the towne , and therefo2e deſired. him 
onely, ſeeing he could refuſe no longer to go 
to the Ring that it would pleale him to go 
with him, whereto Seneſcay anſwered that 
by reaſon of other buſines he had to do, Hee 
could not go with him aboue fiftte pale, 
Clhereupon this Gentleman La Places 
wife, though the be a Gentlewoman on who 
God hath beſtowed many graces c bleſſings, 
yet notwithſtanding the great loue ſhe bare 
to her husband, cauſed her to fall downe pꝛo⸗ 
ſtrate beloꝛe the ſayde Seneſcay and beſeeche 
him to accompanie her husband. But with 
that, this Gentleman La Place, who neuer 
ſhewed any token of an heart caſt downe, be⸗ 
gan to take vp hig wife, & repꝛoue her, ſhew⸗ 
ing her that it is not the arme ol man which 
we mult haue recourſe vnto , but to G O D 
alone, Afterward turning him ſeile a ſide, he 
eſpied a croſſe of paper in his eldeſt ſonnes 
cappe, which he had of weakenes ſet there; 
| | thinking 


thinking to ſaue him ſelfe by that meanes, 
whereupon he rebuked him ſharpely, com⸗ 
manding him to take that marke of ſedition 
out of his cappe, c laying toozth befoze him, 
that the true croſle which we muſt beare, are 
tribulations and afflictions which God ſen⸗ 
deth vs, as moſte certaine pledges and ear- 
neſt pennies of that ioye and euerlaſting life 
which he hath pꝛepared fo? his childꝛen. ThE 
ſeeing him ſelfe earneſtly pꝛeſſed by the ſayde 
Seneſcay, to go to the King, reſoluing him 
ſelfe to dye the death which he ſawe pꝛepa⸗ 
red fo? him, tooke his cloke, embꝛaced his 
wyfe, and deſired her aboue al things to haue 
the honour and feare of God befoꝛe her eies, 
and ſo departed with a molt cheerefull coft- 

tenance. | 
Nowe whenhee was almoſt come to the 
ſtreete called la Verrerie, ouer againſt the 
Cocke ſtreete, certaine murderers that wat- 
ted foꝛ him with their daggers ready dzawse, 
aboue thee houres, ſlewe him like a ſilly 
lambe in the middeſt of ten oꝛ twelue of Se- 
neſcays Archers which guided him, and his 
houſe was ſacked the ſpace of fine o ſire 
dayes togither. The bodie of this Gentle⸗ 
man la Place, whole ſoule was receiued into 
heauen, was carried into a ſtable, at 3 
oule, 
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houſe , where his face was couered with 
dongue, and the next day after in the moz⸗ 
ning was caſt into the riuer. 

Thus this great and excellent marty2 of 
the Lozd,whyleſt he obeyed the Rings com⸗ 
mandement, in ſteade of Juſtice which hee 
ſought, found death by the way, which was 
to him a beginning of the true life: and on ỹ 
cõtrarie ſide, both to them, from whom ſo vn- 
iuſt, againſt all Gods lawe and mans lawe , & 
ſo cruel and barbarous and mote then bꝛutiſh 
commandements, pꝛoceeded, and alſo to the 
executers of ſuch iniquities, cruelties, barba⸗ 
rities, and bꝛutiſhnes, a moſt certaine begin⸗ 
ning and entrance to an hozrible iudgement 

that hangeth ouer thetr heads, and ouer 

their poſteritie, though it ſeeme 
long befoꝛe it come. 
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Of the excellencie of a 


Chriſtian man, and the way to 
knowe him. 


e Y intent and purpoſe be- 
ing to intreat of che wooz⸗ 
{cs of a Chytitian man, 
57 meane not in any wyſe 
to ſtande to diſcourſe vpon 
IO — the excellencie of mankind 
whe rein we do all communicate , and where- 
by the Tate of man ſurmounteth the condi⸗ 
tion of all other creatures: a realon which 
moued the Philoſophers to recommend vn- 
to vs fo diligently the knowledge of our ſel⸗ 
ues, accozding to the olde pꝛouerbe giuen by 
Dꝛacle, and framed by them to this purpole 
to caule vs not onely to keepe our ſelues 
within the boundes of modeſtie and hum⸗ 
blenes, and to teache vs the weakenes of our 
nature, but alſo to leade vs to the conſidera⸗ 
tion of our noblenes and dignitie, beginning 
by the vewe ofthe building and wozkeman⸗ 
ſhip of this woꝛld, as of Meauen, the Dunne, 
the Moone, and the Starres: and fo from 
them to other creatures and liuing things of 
diuers ſoztes, ſetting out Man, as the moſt 
excellent piece of wozke of all, and the _ 
1 


of a Chriſtian man. 
feſt wzought thing amongeſt all the crea- 
tures, on whome it pleaſed God to beſtowe 
moſte plentifullte, and to enriche with that, 
which Meauen and earth, and all other his 
creatures had but ſmall poztions of, who 
was therefoze called a Litle wozlde, and a 
miracle amongeſt all creatures, conſide⸗ 
ring the wozkemanſhip of his bodie, the 
topntes,the p2opottion , the beautie and vſe 
of it with his members, his head aboue all 
his other partes, his eyes looking vp to hea⸗ 
uen, to beholde from whence he came: and 
againe, the quickenes ok his wit, his diſcour- 
ſes vpon the heauens and the earth, aud the 
ſecretes ot nature, his memoꝛie, whereby he 
compꝛehendeth ſo many things & digeſteth 
them , compareth things paſled with things 
to come:Moꝛeouer his reaſon, which as they 


imagine is placed as Queene & Miſtreſſe in 


the wit in the higheſt ſeate of vnderſtanding 
to gouerne the will ol man, and to frame all 
— deliberations by the compaſle of wile⸗ 

ome, | x 


J meane not, J ſaye, in any wiſe to in- The excei⸗ 
lency pꝛo⸗ 
cr to a 


Create of this kinde of wozthines: but min⸗ 
ding to paſle further, J purpoſe with my 
lelfe to ſpeake of an other kinde of excellen⸗ 
cie, which is pzoper and peculiar to a Chyt- 


ſtian 


p 
Ch 


uſtian. 


Of the excellence. 


ſtian man, which farre ſurmounteth withs 
out all compariſon in all kinde of pꝛeroga⸗ 
tiue and pꝛeeminence the fozmer, bee it ne⸗ 
uer ſo highly commended and let aut by 
them which pꝛokeſſed them ſelues wiſe men, 
and were therefoze reputed and taken fo? the 
wileſt amongſt other. Thich men notwith⸗ 
ſtanding oꝛ wyle Philoſophers, being car- 
ried away with an ouerweening and blynde 
loue of them ſelues, ouerſhot them ſelues ſo 
farre, as to ſay, that Man is able by reaſon of | 
A fooliſh ſtich powers as he hath in him, e by his owne 
pzayicof ſtrengthe, to diſcerne betweene good and 
& euill, and commande his luſtes, and that he 
tues that hath it in him to gouerne him ſelfe, not onelp | 
are in man, foꝛ the framing of this earthlp life, but alſo 
to leave him to Godwarde, and to the attai⸗ 
nement of euerlaſting blifle and ioye. Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer, that as touching Life, he hath it by the 
gift of God, but as fo2 Liuing well, he hath it 
of him ſelfe , and the goodnes that is in man, 
man getteth it ot him ſelte, in fo much as no | 
wile and diſcrete man, ſayeth Cicero, euer 
gaue God any thankes fo? it, becauſe , ſayth | 
he, we are commended fo? our vertue , and 
we bzagge and boaſte our ſelfe of it: which 
we could not doe, if it were the gift of God, | 
and came not of our ſelues ; adding moꝛeo⸗ 
ucr, } 
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uer, that the opinion of all the wozlde is 
this, that as fo2 woꝛldly commodities, we 
haue to crave them at Gods handes, but as 
foꝛ wiſedome , euery man hath to ſeeke it 

within him lelfe. 3 
Mainteining and publiſhing this falle o⸗ 
pinion, that what ſoeuer we do by the cõduct 
and guyde of nature, it can not be but well 
done, and if man could followe that rightly, 
which he hath in him of nature, he could ne- 
ter do amiſſe. And many other ſuch fooliſh 
and vayne ſayings, which notwithſtanding 
(athing moze to bee ſoꝛowed at) they that 
make pꝛofeſſion to be our inſtructoꝝs in holy 
mitte, do marueilouſly embʒacc: who by ſuk⸗ 
fering them ſelues to be caried away moꝛe 
then reaſon would they ſhould, by this kinde 
ofheatheniſhe wiledome, are fallen into the 
ſelt ſame errour, and haue aſcribed to man J 
knowe not what kinde of integritie and vp- 
rightnes both in his reaſon; and will, in ſo 
much that euen they amongſt them which 
thought to ſpeake moe ſoberly and modeſt⸗ 
ly then the reſt, as Chryſoſtome and certaine 
other, haue made ſuch a part ing of ſtakes be⸗ 
tweene God & man, that while they confeſſe 
on the one ſide, that we can do nothing with⸗ 
dut Gods helpe, they mainteyne on the other 
Ci. ſide, 


o e excellencie 


ſide, that vnleſſe wee bꝛing ſome thing of 

our ſelues, the grace of God can not helpe | 

vs: fo as they ſaye, all the matter lyech not 

in Gods helpe, but we muſt caſt in our rec⸗ 

koning alſo : yea, and that it is in vs to be⸗ 

ginne, and in God to make an ende, holding 

this fo2 an vndoubted trueth, that G D D 

hath giuen man power to doe well and to 

doe euill, both when, and as him liſteth, and 

that he is at his own choyſe, to take of them, 

which he will, | 
A blind This J ſape, to ſhewe, howe with all the 

; darn light of vnderſtanding and vpꝛightnes of 

ledge okthe reaſon, (whereunto they alcribe the ſoue⸗ | 

; excellencic raintie of the whole man, making it as it 

that is in were a Monarche and Emperour ) man is 

ö — blinded and daleled with the knowledge of | 

4 the excellencie, which he laboureth in vaine 

to finde in him ſelfe by the knowledge of his 

powers, and beholding all things that are 

within him. And ſo conſequently howe much 

they abuſe them ſelues, which thinke there 

is no better way to moue and perſwade men | 


to frame their lines accoꝛdingly as they 
ought, then to put them in remembꝛance 
what goodly and pꝛecious things they haue 
in them, fo2 thereby they will be moued ta 
make ſome accompt oł them ſelues , and 
moe 


+ 


* 
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mote carefull to keepe them ſelues in their 
place and degree, ſhunning ſinne, and fol- 
lowing righteoulnes : ſeeing that all this 
can ſerue to no other purpoſe , but to puite 
him vp with vapne glozie and ouerweening 
of him ſelle, and cauſe him to wearie him ſelf 
in conceiuing a good opinion of him ſelfe, 
which will not further him the worth of a 
pinne, and then to vndertake ſuche things, 
as hee ſhall neuer be able to compaſle , ney⸗ 
ther by the reache of reaſon, no2 by accom⸗ 


pliſhing in deede what hee intended. Foz Tye true 
the knowledge of a mans ſelfe, accoꝛding knowiege 
to the rule of trueth, ſtandeth pꝛoperly in aa ns 
this, that man weye with him ſelfe the miles 


rable ſtate and condition whereinto we are 
fallen thzough the fall of Adam, to the ende 
that hauing a right feeling of it as wee 
ought , all vayne glozie and pꝛeſumption 
may bee beaten downe in vs, with a deepe 
conſideration of the loſſe of our vpꝛightnes, 
and in ſteade thereof, of a cozruption and 
fall from all goodnes, which is come vpon 
vs by reaſon of the cozruption of our nature, 
Satan hauing ſo faſte footing inal the parts 
ok our ſoule, that euery one o vs in him ſelfe 
(as S. Auguſtineſaieth) is become a Deuil, 
enemie to God, and accurſed on all ſides, 

C it, to 
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to the ende that being liuely touched by this 

meanes with the feeling of our vanitie and 
frowardnes , we may be moued to come out 

of our ſelues, as voyde and deſtitute of all 

croodnes , and ſeeke our excellencie, wozthi- 

nes, and noblenes ſomewhere els,yea and be 

moued to ſighe, and in ſighing to breathe af- 

ter it wich great deſire to recouer the ſame. 
hereby it appeareth how groſſely they 

4 = were deceiued and abuſed, which thought to 
dught finde the woꝛthines of man within man him 
nãs excel⸗ ſelfe, and in that that is of man. The cauſe 
— fo 5 ch If their errour is this, that the ſecrete of 
Sök man. their deſtruction and fall, which came by our 
f firſt fathers fault, and wherein they would 
needes ſeeke a faire and ſound building, was 
not reueiled vnto them , TUhereby it came 

to paſſe, chat thꝛough pꝛyde which they con- 

ceiued of them ſelues fo) that ſmall remnant 

of light that remained of the firſt beginning 

which was included in our nature, (which 

they call a litle poztion of the Godhead) they 

ſpake ſo boldely and pzeſumptuouſly of that 

which they knewe not, and commended man 

to2 that which in deede is not in him, and 
wherefoꝛe he is not in any wyſe to be com- 
mended, And ſeeing the caſe ſtandeth ſo, 


that though man be fallen into ung 
ale 
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ſtate through the fall of Adam, & the image 
of God in him be marred and miſerably de⸗ 
fozmed,yet he hath ſome ſparkes left, where⸗ 
by there remaineth inhim ſome darke light 
and perſeuerance of the excellencie of his 
nature, that is to ſape, of that vpꝛightnes 
wherewith the firſt man was beautified and 
made noble, ſo that the coꝛruption of ſinne 
was not able to do ſo much, as vtterly to de⸗ 
face the image of God in vs, but that there 
remained alwaies ſome litle trace of it, there⸗ 
by it came to paſſe, that men pꝛicked and 
awakened with the feeling of the reliques of 
their firſt dignitie and excellencie ( inwzapped 
notwithſtanding in darkenes, and poſſeſſed 
with a peruerſe and pꝛeſumptuous deſire to 
haue ſomewhat oftheir owne, and remaining 
within them) were ealely moued to pꝛaiſe 
and commende the excellencie ok their na⸗ 
ture: which fooliſhe deſire beeing once pꝛe⸗ 
ſented to the vnderſtanding and bꝛayne of 
eche man, by the ſame dece iuer that woulde 
needes perlwade our fathers to become like 
to God, there is not one of vs that hath not 


a roote of pꝛyde deepely planted within his 
heart. 


Mot that JT meane to vente , but that litle 
vnderſtanding that manhath in him euen of 
| C ut, nature 
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nature fo2 the maintenance of this pꝛeſent 
life, and that diſcretion of good and euillen⸗ 
graued in his heart, yea c that piece of know- 
ledge of God which he hath naturally in him, 
is not out of doubt excellent, in that it com- 
meth from God: but J ſave, that all theſe 
thinges are defiled in man, euen as wyne | 
All the ** that hach receiued infection by the vnlauery 
* — taſte of the veſſel, wherinto it was put, wher 
man is de⸗ by the grace of his ſauour and goodnes is 
filed, gone, and hathe gotten beſide a bitter and 
vnwholſome taſte , Becauſe , the iudgement 
and diſcretion which he hath left to diſcerne | 
and make his choyle of thinges , is partly 
impertect and full of confuſton, and all the | 
witte he hath , becommeth vayne , as allo 
his will is tempeſtuouſly caried and full of 
phꝛenſies accozdingly as man is wholp cx | 
ried away with ſinne, and to be ſhozte, his | 
vnderſtanding, and perceyuerance which he 
hath of GOD is nothing els , but a very 
hozrible welſpꝛing of errours, as appeareth 
not onelie by the idolatries and ſuperſti⸗ 
tions which he inuenteth, but allo herein, that 
wheras the heauens keepe their natural mo 
tion, and the waters their accuſtomed courſe, 
the bywes make their neſtes, and the plantes | 
bting foꝛth fruit eche one in his due rn 
to be 
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to be ſhoꝛt, no creature ſubiect to man faul⸗ 
teth in his wozke , man indued with know- 
| ledge, iudgement, diſcourſe and vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, is he that onely erreth, and erreth in 
ſuch ſoꝛt, that in the whole woꝛld, there is no 
fault, no diſoꝛder & contuſion, but on his part. 
So that, to ſpeake truely, there remaineth 
not one dꝛoppe of vpꝛightneſſe in his whole 
nature, ſo farre is he from that excellencie, 
whereof J meane to ſpeake, by reaſon of the | 
corruption that is in him, as euery man will 
freely confeſſe, that can and doeth rightly cõ⸗ 
ider the heauie ſight of his decaie. RS 
Wherefore ſeeing that this our nature, nr 
which is common to all menliuing , is not ofmanig 
capable of that excellencie whereof J ſpeake, not capa⸗ 
we muſt needes ſaye, that that man of whom — — 
I ſpeake, is tranſfoꝛmed into an other newe ofa Cin 
and moꝛe excellent nature, whereupon God ſtian. 
hath beſtowed a ſingular & wonderfull ver⸗ 
tue, which farre paſſeth and ſurmounteth all 
that is in mã, as in deede it can not be found, 
no! be confeſſed to pꝛoceede from any,but fro 
God, yea from the Lozd and ſauiour Jeſus 
Chult: by whom his good pleaſure was to 
reſkoze al mankind, towards whom though)» 
ſoueraine Creatoꝛ & maker ofal things ſhe- 
weth ſufliciẽtly his fatherly fauour diners & 


C iii. ſundzy 


| 
| 


— ——  ——— — — 


_ Of the excellencie e 


ſundzie wayes, vet notwithſtanding, vntill he 
ſhewe him lelfe to man a reſtozer in the per 
ſone of his onely begotten ſonne, their con⸗ 
ſcience repꝛoueth them within them ſelues, 
and miaketh them perceiue that by reaſon of 
their fiithines they are well woꝛthy to be caſt 
away as wmꝛetched men and caitifs , and can 
not be taken and accompted fo2 His woke | 
eſtabliſhed in them. In which wozke is onelp 
and truely that excellencie wherof J meane 
to ſpeake,which is a wozke that farre paſleth | 
the woꝛke of che firſt creation of man, as it 
will appeare moꝛe plainly hereaftcr,of which 
The 5w6- man when S. Paul ſpcaketh , he ſateth that 
vozke of the efficacie of the might and power, that is 
Bod ap⸗ folap, of the mightie power of God is plen⸗ 
= bod tifully ſhewed in him, becauſe he ſetteth foꝛth 
yall mhim at̃ter a wonderful ſoꝛt his infinite ver⸗ 
tue, accoꝛding to the vnſpeakeable goodnes, | 
grace, and fauour, which hee beareth to a 
Chꝛiſtian man. | 
The ww And that it is ſo, to ſhewe it moze prticw | 
erkul god > larly, our heauenly Father not content that 
of god he bꝛought a Chiſtian into the wozlve,ofnos | | 
21.9* thing, and that he made him not an ore oꝛ an | 
Chiti alle , which he might haue done, 02 a dogge, | 
oz a catte,o2 any other moze vile and abiect 
creature, but a man, that is to ſaye, a ſingu⸗ | 


lar 
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lar and perfect piece of wozkemanſhip , and 
that he made the wozlde and beautifted the 
heauens and the earth with a perfect abun- 
dance, varietie, and beautie of all things, to 
lodge him in it, as it were ina great c ſump⸗ 
tuous palace, well and richely furniſhed with 
all things neceſſarie, not content J ſay, with 
al this, x moꝛeouer, that he had foꝛgotten his 
vnthankefull and deteſtable infidelitie and fe- 
lonie, where he deſerued to be caſt of, cx dep2t- 
ned fo2 euer of all his bleſſings : yet notwith⸗ 
ſtanding it pleaſed him, of a certaine moꝛe 
then fatherly loue , and ſpeciall fauour which 
he bare him, not onely even from his birth 
day, and from the firſt howꝛe that he bꝛought 
him out into this wozld , but euen from his 
mothers wombe, yea, and befoze he was con⸗ 
ceiued, yea, and that mote is, beſoꝛe the woꝛld 
was made ((as he pꝛedeſtined him to him ſelle 
krom euerlaſting) to elect and chuſe him fro 
amongſt an infinite million of men, to marke 
him & ſet him apart, to exempt him from the 
common ſkate and condition ok al other men, 
that is to ſay, from euerlaſting condemnatiõ 
and deſtruction which was pꝛepared fo2 hun 
as wel as fo2 euery other man, to reſerue him 
koꝛ him ſelfe.to adopt, and regenerate him in 
the hope of like to an incozruptible inheritãce 


kept 
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kept in ſtoze in heauen, to be reueiled to his 
elect at that day when all thinges ſhalbe re⸗ 
ſfozed, and to ſhewe in him the richeſſe of his 
gloꝛie, as in a veflell of mercie pꝛepared to 
ſaluation. 
The cauſe All the cauſe of this excellent pꝛerogatiue 
pf the excel and dignitie, is not as we ſee to be ſought any 
em where els, but in the ſingular grace and mer⸗ 
ronfiſteth die of God, whom it pleaſed without any fur⸗ 
cbs — ther regarde o2 conſideration of any thing 
of without him ſelfe , fozeſecing the faulte and 
condition of mankinde , ofhis good pleaſure 
to haue mercie vpon ſome, to ſet them in ho⸗ 
nour as veſlels of his mercie, and leaue the 
reſt in their iudgement, giuing grace to ſome 
which was not due to them, and rendzing to 
the reſt that pumiſhment that was due to the, | 
being in his power to giue to one part that 
which they delerued not, ſo ſetting foꝛth his 
grace: and not to giue it to all, thereby ſhews | 
ing what al had deſcrued without further be⸗ 
ſtowing like mercie on all: fo2 he made all 
things, as Salomon ſaith, foꝛ his owne ſake: | 
yea, the wicked man to the daye of his de⸗ 
ſtruction, accoꝛding to the decree of the good 
pleaſure of his will, which onely is the ſoue⸗ 
reine and high rule ok tuſtice that iudgeth all ; 
the woꝛld: his wayes, which are mercie and 
trueth . 
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trueth being incompꝛehenſible, as whereby 
he ſo wozketh , that they which obteine mer⸗ 
cie at his handes, haue nothing but his mer⸗ 
cie to boaſte of, and they that are left in their 
condemnation, haue nothing to gainelay the 
iudgemẽt ot trueth as men guiltie, no ought 
wherewith to pleade againſt him, in ſo much 
as on the one ſide, to ſhewe foꝛth his wath, 
and make his mightie power knowen, hee 
though great patience and meekenes bea⸗ 
reth with the veſſels of wꝛath pꝛepared to 
deſtruction, & on the other ſide, ſetteth out p 
richeſle of his glozie towards thẽ þ he choſe 
by his grace, whom he pꝛepared to glozie. Okthee⸗ 

Fo? ſoit is, as S. Auguſtine ſheweth it at nal con 
large, where he ſpeaketh of ö pꝛedeſtination ſel ot Go 
of God, that when God had reſolued we him touching 
ſelfe,to buyld the Monarchie of this wozld E 
al that is cõteined in it, c foꝛeſawe, p the firſt 
man ſhould fall wittingly and willingly into 
death, being pliable to good & euill, hauing 
not that giuen him to continue & ſtande ſte⸗ 
dily in that ſtate wherein he was placed: yea 
and that al moꝛtal creatures ſhould be with⸗ 
in the compaſſe of his fall, & ſubiect vnto it, 
hating ſo appointed it by his incompꝛehen⸗ 
ſible counſel and wiſdom, which hath a foze- 
knowledge of all thinges ioyned wich it, — 

a 
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alſo his mightie power which cronerneth 
all chings by his hande , and yet notwith- 
ſtanding minded to haue a litle remnant, eu? 
as you Woulde ſaye, anhanvful ofmen taken 
out of ſuch a great multitude, to ſerue foꝛ the 
pꝛaiſe of the gloꝛie of his grace, he choſe and 
ſet apart frõ the multitude, one man amongſt 
many, which ſhould be in his time ozdeined 
to bee conceiued of the ſeede of Dauid, and 
ſhould bee bozne ok a birgin, to wit, Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, (finding nothing in all the ſeede of 
Adam woꝛthy his election, and ſuch a pꝛero⸗ 
gatiue and excellencie) in whom alſo as in 
the head, he chole to be members as it were 
of his bodie, fuch as it pleaſed him freely of | 
his grace to appoint befoze hand and receiue 
to lite: and by the ſelfe ſame man, to ioyne 
them vato himſelfe, and allie them ſo togt | 
ther that they ſhould neuer be ſeuered, ha⸗ 
uing fozeſeene a great while befoze that in 
Adam, there ſhould come good of euill, and 
knewe moſt vndoubtedly, that it belonged to 
his almightie goodnes to turne good into 
euill, rather then to ſuffer that there ſhould 
be no euil, and lo accoꝛdingly diſpoſed the life 
of men and Angels, as that he would therby } 
ſhewe firſt what free will was able to do, and 
then what the gift of his grace could do, ha⸗ 
uing | 
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uing ſhut all vnder ſinne, that all might haue 
neede of grace. ä 

And therefoꝛe as the excellencie which J 
aſcribe to a Chꝛiſtian, and pꝛoceedeth from Sore” 
this grace appeareth fully and abunvantly Chriſtian 
in Jeſus Chziſt, lo is it powzed out vpon appcareth 
his members accozding to the mealure of 11 Je 
euery one, by which grace man was made a 97 
Chꝛiſtian when he firſt began to beteeuc, as The excel⸗ 
our Sauiour was made Chꝛiſt accoꝛding to ripe? a 
the fleſhe, when hee firſt began to bee man. Piocecdeth 
And therefoze was he called Chꝛiſt, and the ol that ful= 
other by his meanes, Chꝛiſtians, as ſtreames 1 
flowing from the chieke kountaine: foz fo * . 
had the Almightie purpoled in him ſelfe to Al the e⸗ 
gather them vnto him, by the bloud of the arg _—_ 
Croſſe of Jeſus Chaiſte , at the fulnes of — m 
time appointed, finding them milerablye Chailt, 
ſtrayed and ſcattered amongſt the other, and 
ſet them in their right ſkate : which is, to 
cleaue continually to him, beeing knit and 

coupled together with him in a true andper- 
tte vnitie, by engraffing them into the body 
ok his Sonne. Tho foꝛ that cauſe are called 
elect oꝛ choſen thꝛough the good pleaſure 
of God, to make a difference betweene them 
And the other which were not kept in the 
layde vnitie, but foꝛſaken by a ſecret rep)o- 

bation 


OI Oe EXCelencs 


bation in the ſecret counlel of God, 

The cauſe So that, whether we meane the caule, 
and mat⸗ 97 the matter it ſelfe of the excellencie of a 
= Chziſtian man, ſo farre J am either from 
'ofa Chꝛi⸗ ſeeking oz ſetting the {aide excellencie of a 
ſtian is Cliſtian, in man him ſelfe , as the Philoſo- 
\Whotyro phers doe, that J meane not to aſcribe it to 
to the loue any thing in p wozld, but to that headſpzing | 
and good of all graces bencfices; and bleſſings, that is 
[ncgof 99 to lap, to the cucrlaſtingloue and gracious 
goodnes of God by Jeſus Chziſt, in whom 
God chole his elect befoze the foundation 
of the wozid, to adopt them accoꝛding to the 
purpoſe of his will, and made them agreea- | 

ble in his welbeloned ſonne, who was by hun 

appointed head ouer them, which by him and 

though him, and no otherwiſe, are reſtozed | 
and ſetled in his grace, and made his heires 
to eniope his kingdome, where as beioze b 
they were a curſed raſe of Adam, and inheri⸗ 
Che vni⸗ fers of hel fire. Fo2 the Father loueth none, 
ting e iwy⸗ but in his Sonne, and vouchſafeth none his 
2 75 inheritance, vnleſle he firſt ioyne them to his 


hꝛiſtim ſonne by a ſecret bond and vnitie, cauſing the 


Chꝛiſt. vertue of the head to deſcende into the mem⸗ 
bers, as the ſappe of the roote of the tree | 
goeth into the graffe that is imped into it, 

in ſo much as this ſpirituall bond and kno! | 

belongeth | 


of a Chriſtian man. 

belogethnotonly to the ſoule, but alſo to the 
body, and ſo, that the Chziſfttan man is made 
one with Jeſus Chyilt , fleſh of his fleſh, and 
bones of his bones, yea eut ſo farre fozth, chat 
they beare his name q perſon befoze God, & 
he rather reſpected in their perſons, then in 
his owne, To be ſhozt, euen as naturally the 
only beholding of the face of man moueth vs 
to loue him and all his parts, though if we 
ſhould vew his mẽbers apart, we might hap⸗ 
pily finde ſomewhat to millike vs, bzing vs 
out of taſte, ſo fareth it likewiſe with ÿ Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian, who is a mẽber of Jeſus Chziſt, being 
conſidered in Chꝛiſts face and perſon, which 
when God beholdeth in his elect, impzinted 
as it were in them by the repair ing of his 
image in them, loueth and cheriſheth them, 
as perſons with whom he is wel pleaſed. 

So that to ſpeake in few woꝛds, it is this The excel⸗ 
felowſhip which they haue w Chyift (where- Ehaalum 
unto they are called, both by the communion doth well 

oth 
ok one ſelfſame ſpirit, & one ſelf ſame nature appeare i 
which is both in them and him) wherein the — ques 
ercellencie ofa Chyiſtian man conſiſteth and he bath w 
appeareth very euidently, in that he is ſet in Chalk, 
the higheſt degree of honour being made the 
childe of God, by Jeſus Chꝛiſt taking vpon 
him that that was pꝛ oper to man to be made 
man 


— —_—_— — — 
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man as he was, and to make him felow with 
hun ſelfe in that that was pꝛoper to him ſelf, 
by making him the ſonne of God. Fo2 thence 
commeth his holy bꝛotherhoode, which hee 
teacheth vs, laying, J go to my Father and 
your Father, to my God & pour God. Being 
not aſhamed (as the Apoſtle ſaith ) notwith- 


ſtanding the great oddes that is betwirt hum 


and vs, to abaſe him ſclfe ſo farre as to call vs 


Bꝛethꝛen, euen after his reſurrection, when 


he had put of al his infirmitie, vs, J ſay, which 
are not otherwiſe woꝛthy to bee vnder his 
TheChHi- ſeruants, Herein therefoze the Chꝛiſtian mi 
ſtin man appeareth to be aloft, not onely aboue all o⸗ 


el * ther liuing creatures by reaſon of his owne 


cher men. nature, as 5 Philoſophers ſay, butallo aboue | 
al other mẽ by this pꝛeeminence which thole | 
Philoſophers knewe not at all, whereby he 


ſurmounteth the dignitie of the firſt man, ta⸗ 

king him in the greateſt perfection he euer 

That had, becauſe the grace of God ts farre mo2e 
which the letled e ſure inthe regeneration of the faith⸗ 
Chaſtian full, then it was in the firſt ſkate of man, that 
ye being greater which we hane recoueredin 
g greater Chꝛiſt Jeſus, then p which we loſt in Adam. 
hen tht Fo? Adam had grace giuen him to continue 


which be J. ingoodnes, if he had would, but to the Chꝛi⸗ 


, 


* 
, 


am, tian it is giuen to haue a wil, and in hauing a 


will 


[aida lil. 


will hee ouercommeth his lultes, So that 
Adam might it he would, but he had no will, 
that he might: and the Chꝛiſtian hach both 
will and might giuen him. So that the firſt 
lbertie was giuen to Adam, that he might 
abſteine from ſtnne and not die: but that that 
is giuen to the Chꝛiſtian, (che pledges wher⸗ 
of we haue here, and looke fo? the perfection 
in heauen ) ſtandech in this, chat he can neither 
ſinne no! die, becauſe the elect are vnſepara⸗ 
bly knit with Jeſus Chilt their head, which 
bond maketh-them ſtrong and ſtedlaſt, to 
cleaue to God lo; euer. 

To be ſhoꝛt, chis excellencie of a Chʒiſtian 
man mounteth ſo high, that it ſurmounteth 
the excellencie ol the verie Angels, in this 
relpecte that the euerlaſting Sonne of God 
vnited him ſelle to mans nature, and not the 
nature of Angels, minding to perfit and ac⸗ 
compliſh in it, che wonderfull woꝛke ot our 
redenppcion: and afterwarde hauing glozi⸗ 
kted it with immontalitie,by his reſurrection, 
he ſet it in his heauenly kingdome aboue all 
'Puncipalities and heauenip powers in al ho⸗ 
nour and glozie 3 ſo that the Chꝛiſtian man 
beingpartaker of the fleſh of Chꝛiſt which is 
carried vp and reigneth on high, hath part al⸗ 
ſa of the ſame kingdome and glozie And 


Di. though 


like v 
God. 


The chicke 
cxcellencie 
of a Chu- 


—— 


ſtian is to 


be made peculiar people to let foꝛch the great vertues 
nto gt God, and a Noyall Pꝛieſthode, conſecrated 


Of the Excenenae — 
though the Angels, as touching their natu⸗ 
rall eſſence, are counted moꝛe excellent then 
man, vet notwithſtanding , becauſe they haue 
no head ol their kind and nature, the Donne 
of God, euen accoꝛding to the fleſh, ſurmoun⸗ 
teth them in dignitie and noblenes. 

To this purpoſe , S. Peter ſpeaking of 
Chꝛiſtians, thought it not mough to ſay, that 
they are achoſen generation, an holy race, | 


1 


to Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to offer ſacrifices, not fox 
the remiſſion of ſinnes ( fo? that office is 
thzoughly accompliſhed by Chzift Jeſus his 
onely ſacrifice, the foꝛce whereof remaineth 
fo2 euer)but ſacrifices ofpꝛayſe, and thankeF * 


— ad 2 r — at. 


1 


giuing, and calling vpon the name of God, 


which are the calues of our lippes, and ſacri | 


fices of beneuolence, c imparting our goods 


with the pooꝛe: he thought it not enough, I | 
ſay, to giue them all thefe ſo great and hono- 
rable titles, but goeth on further and ſaieth, | 
they are made partakers of p diuine nature, 
which is ſo excellent a cõdition, that the head 
of man is not able to imagine 02 wiſhe an 
higher. Fo? in deede, what can a man delite 
moꝛe, then to become like to God? ſurely the 
ſpirit of man is not ſufficient & able to com 
ehen 


ot a Chriluan man. 
mehend the greatnes of this grace, c howe it 
might be that God ſhould vouchlafe to ho⸗ 
nour mi lo highly, as tu make him a god as it 
were, if we may fo ſap, by making him parta- 
ker of his diuine immoꝛtality & bleſſed glo2y. 
And therfoze S. Paul mꝛiting to 5̊ Coloſſ. he Chat 
and ſpeaking to them as to Chꝛiſtians, ſaieth ſtian man 
that they were cõplete in Chꝛiſt, when he had ® me” 
ſaid a litle befoze,p aly fulnes of the godhead Cygiſt. 
dwellech bodily in him, ſhewing therebp,that 
this perfecteſſence ofy Godhead which is in 
- Jeſus Chyilt, did auaile the in that, that they 
receiued thereby their perfectio alſo, And in 
that that God is wholp in him, is to the ende 
that when they once polleſle him, they might 
obteine ſuch a perfection in him, as none of 
vs is able to atteine vnto by all the wit & vn⸗ 
derſtanding we haue. Yea ſo farre fozth, that 
this knot and bond is ſuchan one, that Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt who wozketh all in al, vouchſafeth the 
Chꝛiſtian thus much honour,that he coũteth 
him ſelf after a ſoꝛt imperfect, i he be not iop- The wb | 
ned with him, as S. Paul witneſſeth , ſaping, dri a 
that the Church is the filling vp of the bodie g3zGan 
of Chꝛiſt. And therfoze there is no marueile, + Chailt, 
it the Pꝛophet Dauid rauiſhed with great 
Admiration ok this ſo wonderfull goodnes 
and loue of God towardes mankinde, and 


D it, beeing 


Of the excellencie 
beeing as it were rauiſhed and beſides him 
ſelfe cried and ſaide, Loꝛde what is man that 
thou ſo regardedſt him + that is to ſay,that of 
thy gracious goodnes thou haſt made him ſo 
excellent a creature : Fo? if he ſhould conſi⸗ 
der and ſeeke his firſt beginning fro whence 
he came, where ſhalhe finde it but in the durt 
and duſt of the earth : if he marke the place of 
his abode, he ſhall finde him ſelfe ſcrauling 
here vpon the earth belowe: ifhelooke to his | 
end, hee ſhall ſee that his bodie ſhalbe meate 
fox wozmes, And yet notwithſtanding, ſaith 
he, thou haſt ſo highly Honoured this pooꝛe 
creature Man, chat the Angels ſerue him, as 
if he were a God, Fo? thou haſt made hima 

litle interioꝛ to God, and haſt crowned him 
with gloꝛie and honour, and placed him ruler 
ouer the wozkes of thine hands, and haſt put 
all things in ſubiection vnder his feete : As | 


if he would ſaye, what occaſion did durt giue 
thee, that of it thou ſhouldeſt make a crea 
ture to thine image and likenes whom thou | 
wouldeſt make Loꝛde and Maſter of all the 
woꝛlde ?: and put in ſubiectionvnderhis feete þ 
what ſo euer is vnder the compaſle of hes 
uen : ſpeaking ofthe man that is reſtoꝛed in 
Jeſus Chit, 


Fo! in deede it is he _y , and none hel 
) 


of a Chriſtan man. | 
he amongeſt all lining things that is the on- Only the 
ly Lodofthe wozld, byreconering that inte- T ry 
reſt in Chꝛiſt, which was befoze loſt in Adam the Woꝛld 
who was at the beginning made heire and 
Lode of all Gods bleſſings , but was after- 
wardes diſpoſſeſſed of them thzough his re- 
bellion, and diſobedience, lo that all his poſte⸗ 
ritie hath no other intercſt noz title, in the 
bleſſings of this woꝛlde, then theeues &rob- 
bers haue, which take awape other mens 
goodes, che Chyiſtian onely except, to whom 
of right belongeth the vſe of all things, as S. 
Paul ſaith, whether it be the woꝛld, oz like, oꝛ 
death, oꝛ things pꝛeſent, oꝛ things to come, al 
things, in a woꝛd, are his, becauſe they were 
made foꝛ his pzofit, And there is nothing but an ty 


God maketh it ſerue, c turneth it to his pꝛo⸗ are p 


fit, in fo much that by a ſpeciall diſpenſation = tothe 
ofhis pꝛouidence, hee cauſeth that the very —— 
ſinnes them ſelues which man committeth, unne it fi 

curne rather to his ſaluatio then to his hurt, e cn 
in that that by them he humbleth them, and 5 — — 
maketh them hetter taught, and moze adui⸗ is from e 
ſed , Tobe ſhoꝛt, this Man is a creature that uerlaſtin 
from euerlaſting was in Gods heart thzough mg 
Jeſus Chyiff, and therefoze a thing ſo riche The Ch 
andp2ecious, that it may wel be calle Gods aum is 


treaſure. fire. 
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He deſten⸗ But ſeeing J haue begun to dilate this ex⸗ 
deth to a cellencie of a Chpiſtian man by the euerla⸗ 
cler de⸗ ſting counſell of GD O, which he determi: 
claration ot ned and appointed within him ſelfe befoze 
the celle the wozlde was, according to his gracious 
Chriſtian, Goodnes fully ſet foꝛth in Jeſus Choiſt to all 


them whom he hath coupled togither with 
him: It ſhall be good nowe to come lower, 
and to treat of the matter, as it were by del⸗ 
cent from heauen to earth, and to ſhewe this 
excellencie mote particularly in a Chʒiſtian, 
beginning at his regeneration, and ſo going 
on from point to point, to ſhewe howe mira⸗ 
culouſſy he is foʒmed, nouriſhed and bought 
vp to ripe age: what maners he is of, what 


his life is, and what his conuerſation, to ſet 


him out after this ſoꝛt in his coulours and 


— ü . 
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The Chu markes as he is. Fo? in deede he is a newe 


lian is a creature, whom the woꝛld knoweth not, and 
One an Hidden trealure in a vile and contempti⸗ 
void kus ble veſſell, hard to knowe, if he be not well 
veth not. marked out & ſet foꝛth with liuelv colours. 
And leaſt in diſcourſing of it, we fall headlõg 

into the lame errour, which the wiſe fooles 

of the watld fall into in their diſcourſes vpon 

his excellencie, it ſhallnot be amiſſe, ifat the 

entrie of the matter, J warne euery man to 

beware he pꝛeſume not ſo much of him ſelfe, 

as 


of a Chriſtian man 

as to imagine that hee hath ought of his Man may 
owne,as though he had in him ſelfe any piece rac _ 
of a cauſe,meane,o? aide to ſet foxwarde this His own to 
woꝛke. make him 

Therfoze,as J ſayde befoꝛe, that we haue *Chuſtia, 
not to ſeeke the cauſe oꝛ grounde woꝛke, 02 The excel⸗ 
matter of this excellencte ante where els, but _ of ens 
in the meere grace of God according to hys C 
euerlaſting pꝛouidence: ſo ſape J agapne, to proceeth 
ſhut out all wozthyneſle of man, that all the — 5 
goodneſſe and vertue that maye poſliblie be thing that 
found in man, pꝛoceedeth from the fruicte of ig in man, 
Gods election: and thertoze-to be a Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an, chat is to ſav, the beſt of all creatures, pꝛo⸗ 
ceedeth wholy from the gift of our heauenly 
Father, in that that whatſoeuer he hath giuẽ 
to Chꝛiſt, cometh to Chyiſt, and in that that 
no one whit of the wozlde belongeth to the 
Creatoꝛ, were it not that the grace of God 
plucketh afewe out of deſtruction, which o⸗ 
therwiſe ſhould haue periſhed,the wozlde be⸗ 
ing lefte in that deſtruction, whereunto it is 
moſte iuſtlie appoynted. And fo? this cauſe 
Jeſus Chyift pꝛoteſteth, that he pꝛayeth the 
Father foꝛ them onely whome the Father 
hath giuen him. Fo? in deede, the grace of 
God findeth no cauſe in any man, why hee 
ſbould be good vnto him, but man receiueth 

D iii. all 
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_ allof His mercie, becauſe it is Gods woke 
onely to ſaue his, and fo2 that ende and pur: | 
pole to make them fit and meete to be par⸗ 
takers of his inheritance. And fo2 a man to 
imagine any pꝛetence fo2 man in this cale , it 
were as much as if hee ſhoulde go about to 
make him his owne maker . And if we da 
well to giue God all the pꝛaiſe fo2 the direc⸗ 
tion of this our coꝛruptible life, howe may 
we be ſo bold to aſcribe that vnto our ſelues, 
which is without copariſon a thouſand times 
better : to wit, che life that periſheth not, but 
remaineth foꝛ euer, ſeeing it is a great deale 
eaſier to make vs men, then by our owne in⸗ 
duſtrie and vertue to bee regenerate into a 
karre mote excellent nature. | 
Whereupon Saint Paul, to take away all 
pꝛeſumptuous opinion of mans bzapne in 
this behalfe, ſayeth, That it is neither in the 
willer, noꝛ in the runner, that is to ſaye, ney⸗ 
ther in merite, noꝛ woꝛthines, no? induſtrie, | 
noꝛ will, noz helpe , oꝛ any meanes that man | 
can wozke , but in the onely goodnes of our | 
L ozd and aſter , who doeth all things ac⸗ 
coding to the counſell of his good will, 3 
accoꝛding to our wozkes, but accoꝛding to 5 | 
purpoſe ot his grace, which was giuen vs by 
Telus Chaiſte befoze the wozlde was. this 
ty 


of a Chriſtian man. 


this ought ofa trueth content vs and ſuffice 
vs fo? all reaſon that may bee bzought : foꝛ 
to go about to ſearche out any other, what 
were it els, but to open a gappe foꝛ raſhe 
and heady fellowes to demande in like ſoꝛte 
à reaſon ot al his wozkes , why he beſfoweth 
his graces mote vpon ſome, thẽ vpon other, 
as to beginne with the bꝛute beaſtes, why 
God made them not reaſonable creatures: 
and whyhe made not a woman, a Man: and 
why he made not the ignoꝛant, weake and 
pooꝛe man, a wyſe, ſtrong, and riche man: and 
as touching the elect them ſelues, why they 
are not the ſame that their head is, why there 
is ſo great oddes betweene them, why they 
are ſo vncleane, and he verie cleannes it ſelf, 
and ſo in ſumme, why he beſtoweth not his 
giftes, as well vpon this man, as vpon that 
man. 

And vet mp meaning is not, v God hath 
no reaſon fo2 making ſich a difference be⸗ 
tweene his creatures as he hath done : but 
becauſe that reaſon is hidden within his ſe⸗ 
cret counſell, J ſap,itnwlt ſuftiſe vs foꝛ good 
and all, that his will was ſo, and ſap with 8. 
Auguſtine, that faithfull ignozance is better 
then raſhe knowledge: yea that ſuch igno⸗ 
rance is learned, the deſire to know mo2e, 
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is akinde of madnes. Therefoze when we 
ſee that ſome haue this honour done them, Þ 
they are made Chꝛiſtians as well as other, 
though we ſee no euident cauſe why it ſhould 
be ſo, we muſt learne to ſtand in admiration 
of the deepenes and pꝛofoundenes of Gods 
iudgement, which we may in no wile dil⸗ 
pute of: and therefoze euerie one of vs hath 
to content him ſelfe to knowe , that to be a 
Co be a Chyiſttan, is the woꝛkemanſhip, as S. Paul 
1 — ſaieth, and creature of God, created in Jeſus 
vomeor Chziſt, and that God hath bleſled him with 
God, all ſpirituall bleſſinges in heauenly things in 
him, as he choſe hun in him bekoꝛe the foun- 
dation of the wozlde, being pꝛedeſtined of 
God to adopt him to himſelfe, accoꝛding ta 
the good plealure of his will to the pꝛayſe of 
his grace, which he hath powꝛed out moſte 
plentifully vpon him, in all wiledome and vn⸗ 
derſtanding, and to whom he hath giuen to 
knowe the ſecret of his will, accoꝛding to his 
euerlaſting decree which he purpoled in him 
ſelle, being moued thereunto by no other 
meanes, then ol him ſelfe. 
Ofthere: Sothen to come to the regeneration of a 
* Chaiſtian, and to ſpeake of the ozder that is 
bd mi⸗ holden therin, Firſt of al we may not dzeame 
of any ſuch generation as Pythagoras * | 
who 
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who thought that as ſoone as» bodies were 
dead, the ſoules went into other bodies: net- 
ther map we dzeame of any naturall genera- 
tion o2 power of man , whereby this man 
ſhould be made after this ſoꝛte: fo2 this ge⸗ 
neration is not wzought by a coꝛruptible & 
bncleane ſeede, as the firſf was whereof we 
are all partakers, which can engender no⸗ 
thing but coꝛruption, nothing can be bozne 
of fleſhe but fleſhe , whole ende is death and 
deſtruction : but by an other and ſecond ge- 
neration which is ſpiritual, made of an holy c 
vncozruptible ſeede, which is the wozde of 
God pꝛeached, wherby they that are appoin⸗ 
ted to ſaluation, are called and begotten to 
him. Foz in deede there is no other differẽce 
betweene Pꝛedeſtination, and Calling, but 
this, that pꝛedeſtination is a pꝛeparatiue of 
that,whereof the calling is the effect and the 
accompliſhment : and pet my meaning is 
not, that this generation is made by the ver⸗ 
tue of one ſimple woꝛde vttered by the vopce 
of man which ſoundeth onely in the cares, 
which God vſeth as his meanes and inſtru⸗ 
ment to call all men indifferently to him: 
(fo many are called, ſayeth Chꝛiſt, but fewe 
are choſen, and it were to ſet a moꝛtall man 
to much on cockhozſe to ſaye that his voyce 
were 
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were ſo pearcing of it ſelfas to wozke a rege⸗ 
neration in the ſoule ol man) but J ſay, it is by 
an other inward calling ot God, by the mea 


nes of the outward which is wꝛought by ma, | 


which inwarde calling maketh it ſelfe heard 
within, by dꝛawing the heart vnto it, which 
receiueth p witnes of the euerlalting grace, 
and without which, the voice of man could be 
but a bare ſounde that vaniſheth away in the 


ayꝛe, and a literal pꝛeaching & dead without 


any fruite, the ſeede time being of litle value, | 
vnleſle the increaſe be gi? by vertue of that 
like which is reſerued onely foꝛ them which 
were appointed vnto it from the beginning 
of the woꝛld, accoꝛding to 5 purpoſe of God, 
and no purpole of cheirs:to whom onel it is 
giuen to know the ſecrets of the kingdome 
of heauen, all other men being ſhut out and 
left to their owne nature, whereby they are 


deafe and blinde, conceiued and bozne ſuch of 
che vncleane ſeede oftheir parentes, hauing 
beſide a darkened vnderſtanding which can 


not cõpꝛehende the myſteries ol God:fo2 his 
woꝛde is couered and hidden to them, ſo tha# 
they can no mote perceiue the glozious and 


hzight ſhining light of it, then blinde men can 


the light of the Sunne: foꝛ no man can come 


to Chꝛiſte, vnleſſe he haue a ſpeciall gract 
giuen 


— — 


| 
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giuen him from aboue. | 
Nowe as touching the way that our Hea- Howe a 

uenly Father taketh in framing a Chniſtian an vecd- 
man, this it is, he firſt determined inhimtelf Cut 
to make the wozld and all things to his glo⸗ 

rie, and men eſpectally, toſhewe to one ſ{ozte 

of them which are pꝛedeſtinate to ſaluation, 

his mercie,and to the other ſoꝛte, his tuſtice: 

And to this effect he appointed foꝛ an onely 

and ſole Mediatour, Jeſus Chꝛiſt his onely 
begotten Sonne, of one ſelfe ſame ſubſtance 

with him ſelfe, euen God euerlaſting, to the 

ende that by him being made man, e the two 
natures vnited and ioyned togither in one in 

him, all coꝛruption of mankinde might bee 
purged, aud all righteouſnes fully accompli⸗ 

ſhed in him fo2 all, as one able ynough to ſu⸗ 
ſkeine the iudgement of God, and woozthie 
vnough to appeaſe his wꝛath by the offering 

bp ofhimſelfe, the inſt dying fo2 the vniuſt, 

and to ſanctifte all his elect, aboliſhing their 

linne in them by the communication of his 
death, and quickening them by his relurrec- 
tion. To be ſhoꝛt, he determined with him 

ſelfe to giue them his Sonne, e in him what 
ſoeuer is requiſite foʒ their ſaluation, as alſo 

to gute them to him, and ſo to make chem 
Chiiltians, by ingraffing them into * i 

whic 
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which euerlaſting purpoſe and decree, he re⸗ 
ſolued alſo to reueile vnto them, when they 
ſhould not thinke of it, cauſing him ſelfe to be 
found, as the Pꝛophet ſaieth, of them, which 
inquired not after him, and at that time, that 
they walke after the courſe & faſhion of this 
moꝛlde, euen as Satan would haue them, and 
pꝛoceedeth in it after this ſozt. | 
Firſt, to awake them out of the dead fleepe | 
of ſinne wherinto they are fallen, he pꝛicketh 
them with the ſharpenes of his Lawe, and 
laying a number of examples of his Juſtice 
betoze them, dzineth them into a feare , not 
minding to beate them downe tnto deſpera- | 
tion, but to make them turne their faces to- | 
wardes the Mediatour, in whome they may 
finde ſome place of refuge. And to this end, 
he laveth befoze them in cõcluſion his grace 
and fatherly goodnes by the pꝛeaching of his 
, Golpel, he teacheth them, he maketh them 
apt to receiue inſtruction, aſſureth them of 
their election, ſummoneth them to his hea⸗ 
uenly inheritance, ftretcheth out his hande 
vnto them to bꝛing them thyther , yea and 
d2aweth them vnto him faſhioneth the newe 
eares, lighteneth their eyes, changeth their 
ſtonie heart into afleſhy heart, openeth their 
vnderſtanding, reneweth their ſenles, vo ; 
eth 


ſech and maketh them fit to ſauour and taſte 
his woꝛde, which he ſoweth, and cauleth it to 
budde and bꝛing foozth fruit in them, maketh 
them fit fo2 his election. To be ſho2t , when 
he hath once fozmed Chyiſt in them, he dec- 
keth and enricheth them with many giftes 
and graces, and where as they were farre of 
fromhim, he maketh them dꝛawe neere to 
him, of ſtraungers hee maketh them houle⸗ 
birdes, of wolues ſheepe flocking togither 
vnder the great paſtour of ſoules: of natu- 
rall, fleſhly, earthly, and deueliſh men, he ma- 
keth them heauenly, ſpirituall, angellike and 
diuine : and by this meanes tranſlateth them 
from the kingdome of darkenes, into the 
kingdome oklight, tranſpozteth them from 
death to life, and bꝛingech them into his own 
houſholde. Tobeſhozt, hauing thus ingraf- 
fedthem into the body ol his Sonne, he ioy⸗ 
neth and allieth himſelfe to them he maketh 
him ſelke one with them, maketh them his 
childzen and heyꝛes, partakers ol his immoz⸗ 
talitie and gloꝛie, and all this he wozketh by 
the inward vertue of his holy Ghoſt, # with 
M other maner ofefficacie then by reſfozing 
the reliques of free wil,as ſome popiſh mates 
vle to ſpeake, ſeeing that all the remainder 
chat man hath ofthis free will,ſerueth to no- 


thing 
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thing els but to ſinne willingly, coflie from 
God, to hate him, and to haue no wil to heare 
him, noꝛ beleeue in him, no2 acknowledge a- 
ny ot his bleſſings:and that moe is, to thinke 
vpon nothing but vpon ſinne, and not to haue 
ſo much as one goob thought. 
Which wonderfull ozder S. Bernard con⸗ 
ſidering, cryeth out and ſapyeth , Beholde an 
high and marueilous counſell , which hach 
bene publiſhed to vs. God knowech thẽ that 
are his, and what he knewe, he hath ſhewed 
to men:he receiueth none to che knowledge 
of this myſterie and hidden thing, but ſuch | 
as he hath pꝛedeſtined. And addeth mozeo⸗ 
uer, The mercie of God krom euerlaſting 
to euerlaſting on them that feare him: from 
euerlaſting, becauſe ot his pꝛedeſtination: to 
euerlaſting, becauſe of the bleſſednes which 
they looke foꝛ, the one hath no beginning, 1 
the other hath no end. S. Auguſtine alſo faith | 
in like ſozt, Js not this a kinde of ſchole, far | 
from the ſenſe of the fleſhe, wherein the Fa⸗ 
ther is the ſcholemaſter that teacheth vs to 
come to him, and the Sonne of God is the | 
woꝛde whereby he teacheth, and which en- | 
creth by the eare euen to the heart, where is 
alſo the Spirit of the Father # the Sonne, 
who teacheth allo ioyntly wich them, and not | 
apart, 


— —— —— 


apart; fo2 the wozkes of the Trinit ie are in⸗ 
ſeparable, ſo that, if we lee numbers come to 
the Sonne, it is by him that maketh many 
to beleue in Chꝛʒiſt. But where & when eunerp 
mã hath heard & bene taught by the Father, 
we ſee it not, becaule this grace is hidden, le⸗ 
cret & heauenly, wꝛought byß rene wing olỹ 
holy Gholt, powzed out plenctfuliy vpon thẽ. 
And truelp, it is a marueilous generatto, 


2 


which maketh man a new creature, not that jzcic of the 
he receiueth an other ſoule, o2 an other bodie ener. 
in ſubſtance, but in qualitie, by -repap}ing the © generation 
Image of God in hun, by an inward renew- of aChu⸗ 


ing of the whole nature that was coꝛrupted: ; (tian, 


yea it is a wozke whiche ſetteth out vnto vs 
no leſſe vertue and power ol God, then that 
whereby Jeſus Chꝛiſt was rayſed from the 
dead, and placed at the right hand of God his 
Father. To be ſhoꝛt, it is done by the woꝛde, 
as by the oꝛdinarie inſtrument which ma⸗ 
keth vs partakers of Chꝛiſt, and frameth the 
Chꝛiſtian man, fo that vnleſſe the dooze of 
our hearing be opened by ö pꝛeaching of the 
Golpell , the wozve can not enter into the 
heart, and the pꝛeaching is wought by the 
oe of man alſliſted by the inward vertue of 
the holy Ghoſt, which man muſt be ſent by a 
lpecial grace of God, to declare vnto vs, that 
Ei. this 


Ot the excellencie 


this ſpeciall grace is accoꝛding to his electid, 
which is accoꝛding to his euerlaſting coftſell, 
determined accozding to the good pleaſure 
ok his will, which onely is iuſt and reaſonable, 
And ſo conſequently both the calling, and o⸗ 
ther effects that follow, flowe from the euer⸗ 
laſting Election, as bꝛookes and ſtreames do 
from their fountaines and ſpꝛi ings. 

— 4 Therfoze, ſeeing this man is not begott?| 
Ciaiſki is either of fleſhe oz bloud, as other are, bitt olf 
from de God, it is not fo} naught that J ſapde befoze, 
uen, as is that he is ſuch a creature, as p wozld know⸗ 
aps - ech not. Foz in deede his beginning is not 
f-om hence beneath from the earth, but from 
aboue from heauen, as alſo his chiefeſt con⸗ 
uerſation and abyding place is there where 
he hath God fo? his Father: and here the 
Cye fa⸗ church fo his mother, but pet in deede hes 
ther a Mo nenly : Mother, becauſe ſhe hath her begin 
Ch, 4 ning from that grace, that is aboue, moze- 
R ouer becauſe ſhe is gardien and keper of the 
ſeede okthat life that periſheth not, by which 
ſeede ſhe concevueth and bꝛ ingeth foꝛth this 
man, and when ſhee hath bzought him foꝛth 
no: ſhe nourceth hm with the ſeaſoned milke of] 
Ulle vnderſtanding, that being nouriſhed by it, hi 
3 may growe vp to ſaluation , And afterward} 
ihe foſtereth him with ſtrong and _— 

[ 
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tiall meate , vntill he come to a perfect age, 
that is, to the attainement of the latter ende 
of faith. Euen as the naturall man, conceiued 
of naturall ſeede is nouriſhed with bloud in 
his mothers wombe , and fedde after warde 
with milke when he is once bozne, as al crea⸗ 
tures are nouriſhed with that whereofthey 
are ingendzed, euen lo the regenerate man, 
conceiued and begotten of the incozrupttble 
leede of the woꝛde of God, is nouriſhed and 
foſtered by it, receyuing the ſame ſimply and 
purely, without any mixture and hotch poch 
of any other mans inuention with it. 

Fo? as there is no food moꝛe holſome the The nou⸗ 
the foode of the woꝛde of God, if it be recep- riſhmet of | 
ved ſpncerely as it is, ſothere is none moze ek eg 
nopſome and hurtful, when it is marred with God & {|| 
mixture of other things mingled with it, the wholſome, || 
is the falſe doctrine of men: And therefoze 
God ſpeaking to his Church by the mouth of 
his Pꝛophet Eſai, ſayth after this ſozte , Py 
ſpirit which is in thee, and my woꝛdes which 
J haue put into thee, ſhal neuer depart out of 
thy mouth, noꝛ out of the mouth of thy chil- Te make 
Den. And to the ende, they may growe vp 5 Chai i 
and pꝛofit the better, he ſealech and marketh ſtim grow || 
— with the ſcale and marke of Baptiſme, 9 e bolt 
Wing mozeouer an inwarde wozking of 
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his holy Ghoſt , and afterward giueth them 
koz mcate and nouriſhement the Sacra? 
ment of the bodie and bloud of Jeſus Chziſt, 
though he be able and ſufficient pnough to 
bing them to perfection in one houre , But 
it plealeth him to haue them growe vp af- 
ter that ſoꝛte by litle and litle, vnder the 
nouriſhement of this mother, fo that who ſo] 
is not conceyued in her wombe, and bzought 
fooꝛth by her, and foſtered and nouriſhed 
by her, doeth boaſt in vayne, that 6 D D| 
is his Father: Foꝛ he begetteth no childꝛen, 
neither foſtereth and bzingeth vp any, but by 
his miniſterie, ſo that we may not ſeparate 
theſe two thinges which G O D hath cot} 
pled togither, to wit, that the church is Mo⸗ 
ther to all them whole Father hee is, and 
whoſoeuer is not begotten of her, is begot 
ten of an harlot, and hath an harlot foꝛ his 
mother, who begetteth childzen fo2 the De⸗ 
uill, and to euerlaſting death: ſeeing there 1s 
no entrance into the life that remaineth fo! 
euer, but onely fo2 them whom this mother 
keepeth, and guydeth, and gouerneth: ſo tha 
who ſo is out of her boſome, it is impoſſible} 
foꝛ him to be ſaued. 

And as inp fleſhly generation there is om 
laweful and an other baſtard, ſo fareth it 4 


. hn etal. 4 
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in the ſpirituall generation, chere is one law- 
full and an other baſtarde. The ſtrſt is after 11 , 
the ſpirit, and the ſecondatter the fleſhe, and 8 
are hereby knowen the one from the other, generation 
that the one is conceyued and made by the 
ſpirit of trueth, of a chaſte mother, that is 
chaſt and faithful to her husband JESUS 
Chaiſt ; and the other, by the ſpirit of errour 
and lyes, of a mother that playeth the har⸗ 
lot with Satan, by bzeaking her pꝛomeſſe 
made to Chyilt,and vet notwithſtanding kil⸗ 
ling him with a trecherous kiſfle of Judas: 
and lyke an hypocrite and diſſembling har- 
lot as ſhe is, contenteth her ſelfe to haue but 
one halfe ofhim: the one being touched with 
apure and naturall lone , will not haue Him, 
vnleſſe ſhe may enioye him wholly, and ther- 
toze begetteth lawefull childꝛen, which are 
childꝛen of light, begotten of the immoꝛtall 
ſeede, and beautifted with righteouſnes and 
holineſſe, to the ende ſayeth Saint James, 
that they map be the firſt fruites of his crea⸗ 
tures, that is to ſave, choſen and ſet apart fro 
all other men, and ſequeſtred to be an holy 
offering: the other, on the contrarie ſide, be⸗ 
getteth childꝛen of darkenes to Satan, of a 
moztall ſeede, which are woꝛkers of iniqui⸗ 
tie, whoſe underſtanding is coꝛrupt, going 
E iii. on 
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on from naught to woꝛſe, as they are led by 
the ſpirit of lies, by whom the pure bꝛight⸗ 
nes of true doctrine is ſtopped vp, and the 
ſeruice of God dilfigured with many kindes 
of ſuperſtitions,idolatrie and wickednes, and 
pet vnder a colour ofgodlines,wiſdome,@ho- 
lines, whereby they dꝛaw other into errour. 
Amongſt Amongeſt all the childzen thus begotten, | 
1 the man of ſinne and childe ol Satan is molt | 
den, the notozious, in whome the ſpirit of Satan | 
chide of dwelleth in all fulnes, as he doeth alla in the | 
— which haue receiued his marke in their koze⸗ 
fell. heads and handes, and this man lifteth vp | 
him ſelfe aboue all that is called God, and a⸗ 
boue that thing whatſoeuer it be, wherin the 
worſhip of the Lozv ſtãdeth, which he tranl⸗ 
ferreth to him ſelke, in ſo much as he ſitteth | 
in the temple ol God, and maketh warre | 
gainſt Chꝛiſt, with power of illuſion and de- + 
ceiueablenes, the like whereof was neuer 
ſeene,bearinga booke in his hande, which is 
ſweete in the hand, but bitter in the heart, and 
ſo much the mote deadly to the conſciences 
of men, by howe muche it is pleaſant to 
mans ſenſe and reaſon, and giueth him oc 


. 
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caſton to boaſt of him ſelfe. To be ſhoꝛt, this 


generation is a crooked, vnfaithfull, wicked, 
aud froward generation, and yet notwithſta 


ding 
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vince, the number of them is great, they are 
farre mightier and of greater renowme the 
the other, which are but a ſmall flocke, vyle, 
bo. and contemptible , as touching the 
he, 

Now then, if the meanes of this genera- The Thegene-l 
tion of a Chyiſtian man,wherby he ts renued Tran 
into anewe like, and made anewe creature, I 
be founde to bee ſuche that it ſurmounteth 2 
the capacitie of our ſenſes, we may not mar- * 
ueile at it, ſeeing that euen in this bodily 
life , we perceiue ſuch a vertue, as the rea⸗ 
ſon wherof our ſenſes are not able to atteine 
vnto. As foꝛ example, there is none of vs, but 
d}aweth the vital ſpirit of the ayze, and we all 
feele the motion of the ayꝛe, whereby we both 
dꝛawe in our bꝛeath, and bꝛeathe out, and pet 
there is not one ol vs that can tel, frõ whence 

this mouing commeth, oz whither it goeth. 
And though euery one of vs feele in him ſelf 
the vertue ofthe ayꝛe, yet we knowe not the 
beginning and the cauſe of it. el then, if in 
this tranſitozie life which is gone in a mo⸗ 
ment, we ſee a marueilous vertue whereby 
God wonketh ſo mightily in it, that it pal⸗ 
ſeth che reache ok our ſenſes -howe is it pol⸗ 
lible to fetch within the compaſle of our vn- 
verftanding this ſecret wozke in the heauẽly 
E iii. life 
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| life which paſſeth the rcache of nature, as 
| though we were not to beleue any moze then 
we are able to perceiue by the vewe of 5 eie: 
The light But the chiefeſt point that is to be conſi⸗ 
* 0 dered in the excellencie of this generation is 
Chꝛiſtian this, that euen as the woꝛde of God is an vn- 
can ncuer cozruptible ſeede of lite, which bꝛingeth forth | 
— fruite like to it ſelfe, and ſuch a budde as ne⸗ 
ſhed, uer d2ieth vp : eten fo when the Chyitfian 
man is once made partaker of this light, it ca 
neuer be ſo put foꝛth and choked vp in him, 
but there remaineth ſtill ſoine ſparke alway | 
in him, ſuch is the foꝛce of the woꝛde, when it 
is once kindled in the heart of man by holy 
Ghoſt, who beareth him witnes that he is 
the childe of God, and caulech him to folowe | 
his goueruement and conduct wich a ſtedy 
heart, and holdeth him in a ffedy and conti⸗ 
nuall obedience of iuſtice. And therefore 
G DD fayeth by his Pꝛophet Ezechiel, 
That hee giuech them that are his, a newe | 
heart, and pꝛomiſeth thẽ that they ſhal walke | 
in his oꝛdinances, foꝛ his holy ſpirit purſueth | 
his grace in them, even to the ende. Fo2 | 
though there be ſometime ſome beaches & | 
crackes in their faith, as we haue alterations 
in vs by reaſon of our frailenes, moued ther⸗ 


unto by ſuch violence as Satan wozkech a⸗ 
gainſt 
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gainſt vs, and though the bꝛightnes of our 
faith be daſcled with the thicke and obvicure 
darkenes of tentation: yet notwithſtanding 
it ceaſeth not to haue alwaies an eye to God: 
and that moe is, though it ſo fall out (as we 
knowe it befell to Dauid) that the Chꝛiſtian 
man be fo2 a ſeaſon ſo dead on ſleepe with 
ſuch a blockiſhnes of ſinne, that there appea- 
rech not any one ſparke of the ſpirit in him 
(as Dauid pꝛapeth foz this cauſe that it may 
be reſtoꝛed to him) yet notwithſtanding this 
ſeede , whereby God regenerateth his elect, 
as it is tncorruptible dieth not, though it be 

fo; a ſeaſon as it were choked, ſo that a man 
would thinke, that all reuerence and feare of 
God were cleane put ont, Yet there ts a cole 
bnder theſe alſhes, which kindleth and ta⸗ 
keth fp2e againe, and this roote commeth to 

ſpurt foꝛth, when a man would haue thought 
it had bene cleane dead. Fo? the vertue and 
goodnes of God is ſuch, that it ſurmounteth 
dur malice, ſo that, that man may be ſure of 
his ſaluation, whom God hath once touched 
wich a linelp faith, though it were but a very 
thozt whyle: fot he is conſtrained to ſap, that 
that which he belieued, is a trueth, ſeeing it 
cannot be by fleſh and bloud, but by the light 
of God, wherein there is neither lie, noꝛ de⸗ 
a | ceit: 
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. teit: and ſo conſequently, chat that hach bene 

once found true, ſhalbe euer true. 

Thcwozk Foꝛ this is certaine that God, who began 
_— this woꝛke of regeneration, will perfic it in 

 Cniſtia the dave of the Loꝛde, and will not leaue the 

neuer Woke of his handes vnperkect, fo2 his gifts 

elt vnper⸗ and callings are without repentance, looke 


| a what he hath once giuen, he neuer calleth it 


AB back, being faithful c conſtant in his deedes, 
| and keepeth his trueth euerlaſtingly, with- 
out any alteration o2 change, fo? it is impoſ⸗ 
ſible his woꝛde ſhould faile: and it can not 
be but Gods decree muſt remaine accoꝛding 
to the election, ſo that whomeſoener he hath 


once knowen and appointed to ſaluatio, that 
man can neuer fall from his ſaluation . The 
ſtedfaſtnes of his counſell is ſhewed to the 
heyzes of pꝛomeſſe that it ſhall endure fo2 | 
euer, by two thinges whiche can neuer bee 
changed, to witte , his wo2de , and his othe, 
whereby he hath confirmed his pzomiles, & 
it is impoſſible he ſhoulde lye in them. To | 
this purpoſe, Jeſus Chiilt ſayeth,that al that | 
the father hath giuen him, ſhall come to him, 
and he willnot caſt out one of them that ſhal | 
come to him. Foꝛ this is the will of mp Fa- | 
ther, ſaith hee, that J leeſe not one of them 
whom my Father hath giuen me, but J wy 
raple | 
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rayſe them vp all in the latter dave. And a⸗ 
gaine, My ſheepe, ſapeth he, heare my voyce, 
and followe me, J knowe them, and giue 
them euerlaſting life, and no man ſhall take 
them out of mine hand. So then, ſeeing he 
hath pꝛomiſed that that man which hath once 
taken liuely roote in him, ſhall neuer be pluc⸗ 
ked vp, all that are ofthe flocke of his ſheepe⸗ 
folde, are out ot daunger to be euer caſt away, 
becauſe the purpoſe of God which he hath de⸗ 
creed vpon them is ſtedfaſt, and the ſentence 
ol peace is ratified to them, and therefoze he 
taketh them apart and layech vnto them in 
this wyſe: Feare not, litle flock , ſeeing it is 
giuen to vou to knowe the myſterie of the 
kingdom of heauen : fo2 to whomſoeuer the 
gift of beleuing is giuen, to the ſame man is 
alſo giuen the gift of continuance accoꝛding 
to the vertue of p holy Ghoſt which is euer⸗ 
laſting, wherby the Chziſtian man is renued, 
and his foxce remaineth fo2 euer: fo2 other: 
wiſe were it not cõtinuing foꝛ euer, the grace 
of God, could not be alwayes ſure and ſtable, 
And on the other ſide, it were to great & 
doltiſhe blockiſhnes & diſtruſt, to doubt whe⸗ 
ther the Sonne of God in his p2apers fo2 
the Elect, that their faithe might not faple 
them, were heard oz no, ſeeing he ene 
him 
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him ſell foꝛ them, ſo that their hope which is 
as it were a ſure anchꝛe fo? the ſoule, exten⸗ 
deth it ſelfe beyonde our death: and though 
the inſirmitie of the fleſhe be great, yet ſee- 
mc their faſt hoide hangeth not vpon their 
own? vertue, but vpon the vertue & ſtrength 
of God, ſeeing their laluation is kept vnder 
his ſecret garde, as vnder a ſeale, and authen⸗ 
ticall ſignet, they are out of all danger, wiit- 
ten as it were, c inregiſtred by the Almigh⸗ 
tie and euerlaſting God in the booke ok lite, 
ſo that all their ſinnes are not able to ſtoppe 
the courſe of Gods election, noꝛ quenche oz 
diminiſhe the leſt wyle that may be, the loue 
ol God, ſeeing that euen by our verie ſinnes 
hee taketh occaſion to ſhewe vs farre grea⸗ 
ter lone , hee him felfe beyng vnchangeas 
ble, and his decrees euerlaſting, ſo that it is 
not in mans power to change his decree, noꝛ 
to make him goe awaye from that which he 
hath once determined. And in deede, it were 
no meete thing fo2 his vnchangeable nature, 
neither might it be truely ſaid ol hun, chat he 
lighteneth men to blynde them, oz buildeth 
to pull downe, oꝛ planteth to roote vp. 
Mereby nowe may euery man ſee that the 
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nbd ſpirit of God, is the true marke of a Chyt - 


 buſtian, ſtian man whereby he is knowen from all 
other, 


; 69 


of a Chriſtian man. 


other, and is of greater accompt then all c 0s 
ther: not that Spirit whereby all crea- 
tures are ſuſteined and haue their mouing 
by a generall ſtrength and vertue which is 
common to all liuing creatures, neither that 
ſpirit , whereby we haue diners and ſundzie 
riftes beſtowed ſeuerally vpon eche of vs, 
but the ſpirit ofadoption and ſanctification, 
which the Loꝛde giueth to none, but to the 
Chꝛiſtian man, when he receiueth him into 
the number ol his childꝛen, and ſeparateth 
him from all other, and ſundꝛeth him from 
the woꝛlde, to bring him to the hope ofthe e⸗ 
uerlaſting inheritance . This Spirit, is fox 
this cauſe called the Spirit of lanctification, 
whereby the image of God is impꝛinted in a 
Chꝛiſtian, and ſerueth him fo2 an earneſt pt 
ny of his ſaluation: and in deede putteth him 
in poſſeſſton and a certaine enioying of his 
adoption, which is giuen him by a ſpeciall 
grace of God, to bʒing that to paſſe by a ſe⸗ 
cret wozking, which hee determined in his 
ſecret counſel to bꝛing to paſſe in him, by his 
mightie hand, ſhewing him ſelfe to be a moſt 
gracious louing Father by his teſtimonie: 
a greater then which, and moꝛe certaine, we 
can not deſire, becauſe the light and knowe- 
ledge which he giueth , is accompanied * 

uch 
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ſuch a perſuaſion and certaintie of ſpirit, and 
with ſo ſtedfaſt and aſſured truſt of heart in 
his goodnes, that it maketh our vnderſtan⸗ 
ding ſurmount al things, clenleth and lifteth 
bp our hearts to heauen, and cauſeth vs to 
feele a ſpirituall taſte of heauenly riches. And 
to be ſho2t, cauleth a newe birth in him, and 
tranſtoʒmeth him:fo2 this light which is in a 
Chꝛiſtiã mans ſoule, differeth very much fro 
all other light of knowledge, and from that 
kinde of faith which pꝛocedeth from the per- 
ſuaſion of man. Fo! it is impoſſible foꝛ mans 
wit, to giue man ſuch vnderſtãding of know⸗ 
ledge and faith as this is, which is wzought 


in him by the mightie woꝛking ok the ſpirit of 


God: and is this in ſumme, that the Golpel 
which hath no appearãce of wit no! ſtrength, 
is notwithſtanding a wiſedome ſo high that 
it ſurmounteth the heauens, and is the migh- 
tie power of God to ſaluation to euery one yp 
beleueth, to bing him to the kingdom of hea- 


uen: foꝛ in deede, what can there bee moze 


ſtrange, moꝛe fooliſh , moꝛe ſimple, oz moe 
offenſiue to reaſon, then to heare a man ſay, 
that God is made e become a moztall man, 
that life was ſubiect to death , righteouſnes 
couered with a ſhew ot ſinne, bleſling ſubiect 
to curſe, that by this meanes, men 9 — 

ran(0- 
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ranſomed from death, and made partakers of 
bleſſed immoꝛtalitie, to the ende they might 
obteine life, æ that iuſtice might reigne, ſinne 
being once aboliſhed: and laſt of all to the end 
that death it ſelfe and malediction might be 
ſwalowed vp, and therefoze, that we haue to 
enter into gloꝛie by iqnomunte , into kelicitie 
by miſeries,and into life by death, 

And moꝛeouer that this light is farre dif- 
ferent from all other light of knowledge and 
faith which pꝛoceedeth from the perſuaſion 
of man, it is needleſſe to alleage any other ex⸗ 
ample, thẽ the example of that faith, which is 
in the moſt part ol chem v beare the name of 
Chiiſtians, # yet haue nothing but v bare ti⸗ 
tle, and beleue in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, becaule they 
haue bene ſo learned t taught from father to 
ſonne, & are ſo perſuaded, becauſe they ſee o⸗ 
ther men ÿ line w them,beleue ſo:them eſpe⸗ 
cially whome they take to bee the holieſt, the 
wiſeſt, ö moſt religious, æ perſuade them ſel⸗ 
ues p their heads cã not erre: So that if they 
had chanced to haue bene bozne in any other 
countrie oz religion, they would as eaſely 
haue beene perſuaded to it as to that which 
nowe they holde and are perſuaded is true, 
leeing their knowledge is gotten by reaſon 
and diſcourſe of man, not given of we and 

om 
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from aboue, but cold, fleſhly, weake, and very 
changeable which hach no other end but a pe⸗ 
culiar reſpect of his owne , and nothing lefle 
then to be touched with the glozie of God, 
either doe they receme Jeſus Choiſtke fo2 


ſuch an one, as he is offred of God the father 


in the Goſpel by a liuely faith pꝛoper to the 


elect, but while they pꝛoteſſe his name, they 


ſpoile him of his glozie, vertue, and dignit ie, 
to tranſterre it to creatures and mens inuen⸗ 

tions in ſteade of the Creatoꝛ. 
The Chi Andtherefote it foloweth, that this man 
n can which we ſpeake of, can not be diſcerned fro 
Wen by che other by any iudgement of mans ſenſe &rea- 
ught of fon, but by a ſpirituall iudgement by compa⸗ 
mag ſenſc. ring ſpirituall things with ſpirituall things: 
fo: the Chꝛiſtian people are but a ſmal flock, 


contemptoble, ſcattred here one and there one 


in the thickeſt of a number that are falſely 
called the people of God and Chyiſtians, ſe⸗ 
parate from the common oꝛder of men, and 
ſet apart as a treaſure that God reſerueth fo? 
him ſelfe , hidden and withdꝛawen from the 


ſight r knowledge of men, as a fewe graines 


of cone vnder a great deale of chaffe in a 
flooꝛe: ſo that it is not the reputation, nobili⸗ 
tie, greatnes, wiſdom, deuotion oz other ap⸗ 
perance that mã eſtemeth (be it neuer ſo a 
riou 


mieiiittidꝛbf; 
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rious ) which we haue to reſpect , as S. Paul 
willeth the Corinth, to conſider , that there 
are but a fewe called amongſt them, a fewe 
wiſe, a fewe noble, a fewe mightie, and ok au⸗ 
thoꝛitie after the fleſh: neither haue we to re⸗ 
ſpect the title, oz outward pꝛofeſſion, ne pet 
the outward ſigne of Baptilme, as it is wzit⸗ 
ten, All they that are of Iſrael. are not Iſrac⸗ 
lites, noꝛ all they Abzahams childzen, which 
are bozne of Abzahain,although they haue al 

one ſelfe ſame marke of Circumciſion : but | 
it is the marke of the Spirit of God, which ye oncly | 
we mult haue regarde vnto , ſeeing that all marke of 
ſignes and appearaunces, becauſe chey are I 
onely without, are vnpꝛofitable, without the ſeth vs to 
holy woꝛking of the in ward, wherein truely knowe a 
conſiſteth the witneſſe , whereby a Chaiſtian © 
man may knowe him ſelf. And the ftrſt effect 
of this inward vertue of God, is that which 
the Scripture calleth Adoption, which is 
not common to al the wozld, as Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
giueth vs to vnderſtand, ſaying, That hee 
pꝛayeth not the Father foꝛ the woꝛld, but foꝛ 
them, whom the Father hath giuen him, as it 
is ſaid in an other place, That the pꝛayſe of 
that adoption is not of men, but of God, ac⸗ 
cording to his good pleaſure and grace giuẽ 
m Chailt,befoze the foundations ofthe woꝛld 
—_ | Fi. were 


man may 
knowc 
that he is 


Chziſtiũ. 


e EA on 


were layde. So that, euen as it is ſaide that 
Chziſt dwelleth in vs by the ſpirit of God, 


euen ſo doth man knowe , and is knowento 


be a Chꝛiſtian, by the feloweſhip of the ſame 
ſpirit, as by that marke wherewith the hea⸗ 
uenly Father ſealeth and marketh the heart 
ok his elect in aſſurance of their adoption, and 
whereby he knoweth them, whome he hath 
quickened from heauen by his moſt ſecret 


vertue, which no ſenſe of man is able to per⸗ 


ceiue, being in it ſelfe verie high and of great 
maieſtie, c in outward appearance vile # beg⸗ 
gerly, whereby euery Chꝛiſtiã man hath ſuch 
à confozmitie with Chyiſt, that as the wozld 
did not know him, ſo neither is he knowen to 
the woꝛld, fo; as much as ÿ woꝛld which hath 
receiued nothing but the ſpirit of che wonld, 


hath no vnderſtanding of thoſe things which 


ſauo? of Þ ſpirit of God. Foy, ſaith S. Paul, euẽ 
as no man knoweth p things that are in mi, 


but only v ſpirit ot man, euen ſono ma know⸗ 


eth the things ok God, but the ſpirit of God. 


So then, a man can not iudge , no not of 


him ſelf, whether he be a Chꝛiſtian oz no, vn- 
lefle it be by the light of this ſpirit of God) 
is giuen him, as S.Iohn witneſſeth ſpeaking 
in the perſone of euerie Chꝛiſtian, ſaping af 
ter this ſoꝛt: Hereby we knowe God _ 
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leth in vs, euen by the holy Ghoſt whome he 
hath giuen vs, And this he ſayeth vpon cer- 
taine knowledge, c not by geſſing, accoꝛding 
to that that S. Paul ſayeth , That the lame 
ſpirit beareth recoꝛde with our ſptrit, that we 
are the childꝛen of God, and that it is not bv 
the ſpirit of the wozlde, but by the ſpirit of 
God, that we knowe thole things which are 
citenvs of God, to witte , our adoption, and 
hope of euerlaſting life, and moze, that we are 
able to ſaye and to ſaye truely, that they are 
none of Chꝛiſtes which haue not this inward 
witnes of the ſpirit: and againe, that they 
beare about them a witnes and convemnatio 
againſt them ſelues , which doubt whether 
they poſleſſe Ch iſt and be ofhis bodie 02 no, 
hauing no aſſurance by certaintie of faith, to 
be out of doubt and vpõ ſure ground both fo? 
this pꝛeſent and fo} the time to come, and 
ſuch faith as Jeſus Chyiſt aſſiireth vs, that al 
that are his ſhall haue, ſaying in this wile to 
his Apoſtles , the ſpirit of trueth which the 
Wozld can not receine, becauſe it ſeeth him 
not, ne knoweth him, but vou know him, fo2 
be dwelleth in you, ard ſhalbe in you. And in 


| ; * Faith is 
deede ſeeing that continuance is a neceſſarie a vith: 


thing fo ſaluation, what faith were it if it out aſſu⸗ 
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bad not with it aſſurance and certaintie to cen ef 
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continue: Mowe the trueth is ſo, that who⸗ 


ſoeuer hath the gift of faith to beleeue, hath 


alto the gift of perſeuerance to continue, con⸗ 
ſidering that faith is not a perſuaſion fo} a 
day, and a thing that ſodenly vaniſheth away, 
but aſtedfaſt and well rooted perſuaſion in 
the heart to continue al the life long, as Saint 
Paul boaſteth boldely in many places of his 
election, and perſuadeth other to do the like, 
vpon a glozie which is not grounded vpon 
any thing that is in man, but in the goodnes 
of God, ſaying, That he knoweth, whom he 
beleeueth, and that he is one ol them, whom 
Chꝛiſt came to ſaue, that he wayteth fo? the 
Croune of gloꝛie, and is ſure that nothing 
can ſeparate him from the loue of God in Je⸗ 
ſuis · Chꝛiſt, as one that was choſen befoꝛe the 
foundation of the woꝛlde was layed, Ulhich | 
thing fleſhlp men cannot doe, becauſe they 
knowe not what the ſpirit of God meaneth, 
being not regenerate, and fo2 that cauſe ha⸗ 
uing ſo baſe an heart, ſo vile, c abiect though 
ſinne, chat they can not perſuade them ſelues 
that God loued them ſo well, as to ſane them | 
by the death of his onely and derely beloued | 
ſonne: and that he was ſo liberall, as to gue 
them paradiſe,vnleſſe they deſerue it by their 


wozkes and merites, where as the regen® 
rate | 
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rate haue within them ſuch a feeling of the 
lone of God in Chyiſte , that they ſee them 
ſelues out of doubt moſt aſſured!y ſaued in 
him, and can not perſuade them ſelues that 
Chꝛiſte, to whom the Father hath giuen all 
power to iudge, can pꝛonounce ſentence a⸗ 
gainſt thoſe his bzethzen And members, fo2 
whom he died vpon the Croſle, N 
This Chꝛiſtian mã hath a certaine know- ghgan kn 
ledge by the effects which the ſame ſpirit of wein hur 
Godbzingeth fozth in him, that he hath this Cpulken 
gift of faith, fo2 as ſoone as hee cauſech him vy the ef4; 
thꝛough his vertue and mightie wozking to fecics - | 
feele a peace and vnſpeakeable reſt in his cõ⸗ e n 
ſcience, that appeaſeth, contenteth and ſatil⸗ 
fieth it, he mainteineth him in a ſpiritual toy, 
increaſeth the ſtudie of good wozkes in him, 
inflameth him in v loue of God, maketh him 
delight in his woꝛd, e in the ſame woꝛd to be- 
hold the face of God, gracious, louing, and 
fauourable, with ſuch an alſtrance of his 
grace, that he reioyceth and triumpheth with 
a bolde & cherefull countenance in the hope 
of everlaſting glozie, in ſo much that hee is 
not afrayed to pꝛeſent him ſelfe befoze his 
God, and call vpon him as his Father, with 
Perfect aſſurance to obteine at his handes 
whatſocuer is neceſſarie fo) him:which were 
F iii. impol⸗ 
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impoſſible fo2 him to do, if he were not mos 
ued c entozced thereunto thzough lome hea⸗ 
uenly and diuine wozking, which ſurmoun⸗ 
teth all the fozce and ſtrength that is oz can 
be in man. Foz from whence might this al 
ſurance of the good will of God pꝛocede, and 
that the man is colde and altogither ſenle⸗ 
leſſe of him ſelfe, voyde of al motio o2 bent to 
pꝛaye to him, could be moued to repaire vnto 
him with ſuch a cõfidence, and yet godly not⸗ 
wichſtanding, hauing grieuoulſly offended 
him, were it not thzough his diuine and hea⸗ 
uenly wozking : which the Chꝛiſtian man 
may eaſely perceyue mozeouer bythis, that 
it engendzeth in him a loue of Juſtice, and 
on the other ſide, a hatred of ſinne, by an alte- 
ration of affections, pleaſures and diſplea⸗ 
ſures fo2 other then befoꝛe, to witte, ſuch as 
are in all them, whoſe eyes the Pꝛince ofthis 
moꝛlde hach blinded, And yet notwithſtan⸗ 
ding trueth it is that he feeleth a continuall 
combat of the ſpirit and the fleſh in him ſelle, 
which hindereth him from perfecting his 
wozkes,but yet fo it is, þ though ſinne dwell 

in him, yet it doeth not reigne in him. And 
ſuch are the effectes, whereby the Chꝛiſtian 
man commeth to the experience and feeling 
of his faith, # ſo conſequently ol his cure 
02 
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Foz a Chziſtian man ſtriueth not to enter 
into the Sanctuarie of Gods wiledome to 
infozme him ſelfe of Gods pꝛedeſtination, & 
ſecret counſell, as ſome raſhe headed & moze 
bold then godly wyſe wil needes intrude and 
thuſt in them ſelues moſt arrogantly in to 
the ſecretes of God, finding nothing in the 
ende, but a maze which they are neuer able to 
get out of: fo2 neyther is it meete that the 
height ofthe wyſedome of God ſhoulde bee 
ſubiect to the ſenſe of man, to ſeeke it out 
euen to his euerlaſtingnes. But the Chzi⸗ 
ſtian being once come to the way of faith, and 
holding himſelfe ſtedfaſtly there, is led from 
ſtep to ſtep euen to the King of heauens chã⸗ 
ber, as S. Auguſtine ſpeaketh, there to be⸗ 
holde the treaſure of his Election, and yet 
fo all that doeth not become thereby negli⸗ 
gent and diſſolute, but cleane contrarie, doeth 
after that mote diligently applie him ſelfe to Manis 
God, to be his inſtrument of righteouſnes, nor made 
continuing moſt reuerently to make his C- negligent | 
lection made ſteady and ſure by good wozks, ?? ork 
which God hath pꝛepared fox his Elect to is Holen 
walke in, tolpfe, 
But we muſt vnderſtande that this light 
which is in the childꝛen of God, whereby 
they haue this knowledge in the ſelues that 
iii. they 
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2 = know they are Chꝛiſtians, reacheth to no further 


e hun allurance then of them ſelues : fo2 they are 
x whe⸗ not able to knowe alſuredly of an other man 
2255 3 that that they knowe to be in them ſelues, by 
uno. keaſon ok that hypocriſte that is naturally in 
the heart of mã, wholly viſcuyſed and ſeaſed 
with a thouſand kinde of maskings, where⸗ 
with he decetueth not onely other men, but 
him ſelfe allo: and mozeouer becauſe this 
puuiedge of ſounding mens hearts, & kno- 
wing men within, belongeth pꝛoperly to 
God alone, who hath reſerued to him ſelle 
the knowledge of his, as hee keepeth them 
cloſe vnder his ſeale, as Saint Paul ſaieth, yea 
at ſuch time as when they do not as yet ey⸗ 
ther knowe him, oꝛ them ſelues. Surely the 
ſight ol man is to weake to enter ſo farre as 
to iudge aſſuredly whether the ſeede of the 
wozde of God bee rooted deepe vnough in 
any mans heart to remayne there. And to 
the ende hee ſhould not raſhly take ſo much 
bpon him, God hath taken a good oꝛder fo2 
it, warning vs daily by experience, how farre 
his ſecret iudgements paſle our capacitie: 
loꝛ oftentimes we ſee thoſe men bꝛought i 
to the right wave, which ſeemed to vs to be 
btterly caſt away and loft childꝛen. As on the 


other ſide, we ſee a number fal, which ny 
| to 
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to vs to ſtand very faſt , being true as S. Au- 

guſtine ſaieth, That accoꝛding to the ſecret 

and hidden counſell of God, there are many 

ſheepe without the Church, & many wolues 

within ; And in deede there is in a number 

ſuch a likelyhood and reſemblance of a Chzt- 

ſtian, vnder a cloke of hypocriſie, that thep 

ſeeme to haue the ſelfe ſame beginning and 

grounde of faith, which the Chꝛiſtian hath, 

which cauſeth vs that we can not iudge of 

them aright as we ſhould , Foz mozeouer c The hypo 
beſide that they haue the ſelf ſame name that a hg 
the other haue, and bee likewiſe in the ſelfe g;an hath 
ſame companie, make pꝛokeſſion of one ſelfe great affi⸗ 


fame doctrine, receineÞ ſame Sacraments, nitie with] 


; the true. 
they are ſometimes touched with ſome taſte 


of the woꝛde ol God, and do renerence it, yea 
and that fo farre foꝛth p they thinke it great 
impietie to contemne it and deſpiſe it: and 
haue mozeoner ſuch a taſte of heautly gifts, 
as the Apoſtle him ſelke witneſleth in the E- 
piſtle to the Hebrewes, that they ſeeme both 
to them ſelues and to other that ſee them, to 
be no leſſe accompted ot then the reſt of the 
faithful. And yet it falleth out ſo in the ende. 
that they ſhewe them ſelues to bee nothing 
eſſe then Chyiſtians; thus deceiuing them 
ſeſueg within them ſelues, becauſe they can 

| not 
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not thꝛoughly examine them ſelues in their 
hearts, no2 make good pzoofe of them ſelues 
whether Chziſt dwell in them oz no, ſo full of 
vanitie is the heart of man. | 
The diite=: Foz thus it is, that the ſeede of the woꝛde 
Wn ihe of God hath not life in them to continue and 
true and Dwell there without coꝛruption: though it 
countcr= ſeeme to haue taken roote in them, yet it is 
3 2 not linely, ſo that, the taſte which they get of 
the goodnes of God, is but fo2 a whyle, and 
yet that to very confuſed , and very irreſo⸗ 
lute : and in like ſo2t,in that that God lighte⸗ 
neth their vnderſtandings and maketh them 
know his grace, it is without ingrauing that 
true efficacie in them, which is impꝛinted inÞ 
Chꝛiſtians heart, which they neuer knew, be⸗ 
cauſe they receyue not the vertue of the 
Spirit of GO D in deede, ne haue the true | 
clearenes of faith but onely to ſerue them 
fo2 greater condemnation, and make them 
boyde of all excuſe . And in that that God en⸗ 
treth into their heartes, it is to no other ende 
but that his bountie and trueth may be kno⸗ 
wen to them by the Spirit of vnderſtaving, 
without further communicating with them, 

the Spirit of adoption. And this is the mat⸗ 
ter, why thꝛough want of ablenes to compꝛe⸗ 
hende his vnchangeable will, they can not | 

con- 


of a Chriſtian man. 
conſtantly embꝛace his trueth to haue mote 
then a light and fly knowledge of it, noꝛ haue 
an earneſt deſire to loue God heartily as his 
childꝛen do. Pereofit followeth, that a man LI A7 
can no moꝛe knowe certainly, whether an o- kna5: 
ther man be a true Chꝛiſtian oꝛ no, then he who is a 
can in a ground ſowed with divers ſeedes, unc 422 | 
knowe one ſeede from another, which ſhall foꝛe he dye. 
bing foꝛth fruit which ſhal not, vea though 
it haue already put foꝛth, yea and that moꝛe 
is, though it be al eared. Wlherefoze euen as 
Solon ſayed to Creſus Ring of Lydia, that no 
man is to be counted happie befoze his dea⸗ 
thes day, becauſe of many miſeries and cala⸗ 
mities which may be fall him: euen ſo J ſay, 
that no one man can know an other man tho⸗ 
rowly to be a Chꝛiſtian, ( which is the grea⸗ 
teſt felicitie that is)befoze the end ofhis race. 
And foꝛ this ende t purpoſe jeſus the ſonne 
of Sirach warneth vs to iudge of no man bez. 
fore his death, becauſe, ſaveth he, that is the 
time wherein a man ſheweth what hee hath 
bene al his life long. Foꝛ ſome ſhewe euident 
tokens, that they were neuer other befoze 
God but Chꝛiſtians, though whyle they li⸗ 
ued, they neuer made any ſhewe ok it: other 
lome, þ they were neuer Chyiſtians, though 
they made ſhewe of that pꝛofeſſion a great 
| num⸗ 


—— — 
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number of peres: fo2 witnes whereof, let vs 
take Judas on the one ſide, and the thief that 
was hanged with Chzilk on the other. This 
is apoint which we muſt alwayes haue re⸗ 
courſe vnto, that ſuch as God hath choſen to | 
be true Chꝛiſtians, ſhalbe true Chytfttans, 
what malice and vnbeltefe ſoeuer they bee 
pꝛeſently giuen vnto: and they alſo on the o⸗ 
ther ſide, of whome he hath fo2eſeene that 
they ſhail be wicked and inftdels , ſhalbe ſuch 
be they neuer ſo good and of a true p2ofet- 
ſton at this inſtant: foz hee is a Chziſtianal- 
wayes, which hath bene foꝛeknowen and ap⸗ 
pointed befoze from the beginning to be a 
Chꝛiſtian. 

IChiſtis So then it appeareth that there is great 
man may difference betweene that iudgement which 
dethemd⸗ a Chꝛiſtian man may make ok him ſcife, and 
gement of that iudgement which hee can make of an o 
charitie, æ ther man, becauſe the certeintie of faith re* 
how: maineth ſhut vp within, and ſtretcheth not ſo 
farre as to be knowen in other, ſeeing that 
the Spirit of God beareth all the elect wit⸗ 
neſſe of their calling. But as foz an other 
man, we knowe not howe to iudge of him, 
ſaue onelv by the outwarde man, which is 
often tunes verie deceiueable. And yet not⸗ 


withſtanding by the . of put 
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we may accompt him fo2z a Chziſtian, in 
whom we finde, ( ſv farre as the eye of man 
is able to reache ) the ſeede of the woꝛde not 
to be fruitleſſe, that is to ſaye , that the pꝛea⸗ 
ching ol the Goſpel is not only in woꝛde, but 
in vertue okthe holy Ghoſt , conſidering that 
where we ſee the ſignes ol Gods election as 
| we take them, there we haue occaſtõ to hope 
| well, and not defraude our neighbour of a 
| Charitable, friendly, and louing iudgement. 
Foz moꝛeouer and beſide that the good na⸗ 
ture which ought to be in a Chꝛiſtan, leadeth 
bs to hope well of all men, S. Paul waiting 
to the Theſſalonians, is ſo bolde as to allure 
them, that their election is of God, ſpeaking 
as it were vpon a certaintie of knowledge 
grounded vpon notable ſignes and markes 
of the vertue of the holy Ghoſt, which he ſav- 
eth, he ſawe in them, by euident effectes of 
faith , the carefull and painefull charitie to- 
wardes their neighbours , the ſure hope and 
ſtedfaſt continuance in wayting fo2 the ma- 
nifeſtation of Jeſus Chaiilte , with pacience 

which ſurmounteth all wearines both of the 
length of time, and of all afflictions of the 
| Wold whatſoeuer. The like he doeth parti⸗ 
tularly in Timothics reſpect, to whome hee 
| wiiteth,Thathe allureth him ſelfe that faith 
| and 
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and true religion dwelleth in him, iudging 
ſo of the certeintie of che rauſe which is hid- 
den to all men, by the apparant effects there⸗ 
of, eu? as if it were viſible. And ſo we in like 
lozte , by a charitable iudgement, may iudge, 
92 at the leaſt, perſwade our ſelues wel of our 
ethien., in whom we perceine like fruites 
and actions of the Spirit of God, to take and 
accompt them foz Chyiſttans , Foz as we 
wdge by che outward motions of the bodie, 
that there is a ſoule in the bodie: ſo may we 
perceiue by his wozkes whether the ſpirit of 
God be in man oz no, ſeeing that cuen as the 
ſoule which liueth not idle within mans bo⸗ 
dic, ſheweth it (elf by that vertue and vigour 
which it diſtributeth to the members, and to 
eche part of the bodie: euen ſo the Spirit of 
God that is in man, is not idle but ſheweth | 
what power it is of, in the man in whome it 
is: and ſheweth it ſelfe cffectually by a con- 
foʒmitie with Chꝛiſt who lineth in him, and 
giueth life to his members which hee com 
municateth with them, and powneth out vp0 
them by the vertue of his Spirit, which 1s, 
as you would ſay, the general ſoule of all the 
childꝛẽ of God, not reſpecting the ſubſtance, 
but the grace: that, euen as we thinke that 


the graffe is well io yned to the ſubſtance 1 
the 
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the tree which it is graffed into, when we ſee 
it bzing fo2th fruite out of the ſame tree, by 
that ſtrength which it receineth of the ſame 
roote : eurn ſo we know that a man is truely 
ingraffed and made one bodie with Cinitte, 
when thzough one ſeife ſame fo2ce of the 
Spirit,he bzingeth fo2th fruite in Chꝛiſt. 
But as fo? the knowledge of a repꝛobate To know | 
man, it is a thing ſo ſecret and hidde to men, a rcpꝛobate 
that they can neuer iudge of it certeinly, Un⸗ n 
leſſe they haue ſome extraozdinarie reuela⸗ 
tion: fo2 be it p we finde neuer ſo euil ſignes 

and tokens in any man, what is he that can 

tell whether God haue reſerued mercy foꝛ 

him in ſtoꝛe oz no, vnto the latter ende of his 

life, though he haue ſpent it wholly in wic⸗ 
kedneſſe + Therefote ſeeing in deede it was 

not expediẽt no2 meete fo2 vs to haue know- 
ledge to diſcerne the one from the other , leſt 

that thereby we ſhoulde become to colde in 
Charitie towardes all, as we owe to all, as 
tough all men were our bꝛethꝛen in Chaifk, 

ir is ſufficient that this chaffe ſhall bee ſepa⸗ 

rate from the cone at the latter daye , So 

then this onely remayneth, that we knowe 
dilkinctly & particuliarly, what the operatids 

ok the holy Ghoſt in man are, becauſe there 

is no other way to knowe a Chꝛiſtian man 
out⸗ 
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outwardly by, but by them. 
To know And ſeeing it is ſo as we haue ſaide, that a 
mon dythe Chꝛiltiã man, is a man made a new creature 
out ward as touching his nature, by a ſecond birth, it 
ttfectes of is cuident, that that can not be done vnleſle 
| Ne the firſtnature die, and this man put of the 
him. flleſhe, that is to ſaye, his firſt nature which is 
| cozrupt, euen that which we bzing with vs 
. from our mothers wombes, which is called 
; the old man. Foz he cannot in any wyle be 
capable of the kingdome of heauen, vnleſle 
he be deſtroyed and bꝛought to naught by the 
ſwoꝛde ofthe Spirit, to the ende that death 
may make a riddance of all the operactons 
of the fleſhe, which ſinne wooꝛketh in him. 
Foꝛ as long as we are Adams childꝛen, and 
nothing els but men, we are ſuch ſlaues to 
ſinne, that we can do nothing but ſinne, vntill 
we be made new men by the death of the firſt 
man, and haue paſled by meanes of the com- 
M oztificy munication of the death of Chyiſt to the par- 
non and ficipation of his life. Theſe two pointes, to 
Eng due wit, Yottification, and Uinification , which 
ofthe chie⸗ can not be ſeparate the one from the other, 
feſt effects are out of doubt the chiefeſt operatiõs of the 
a5 Dot holy Ghoſt in a Chuiftian man: ſo that, euen 
ina Chzi- as Chniſte dyed to deſtroye ſinne, palũng by 


ſkin. death to euerlaſting like, in that fleſhe _ 
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he tooke of vs: euen ſo this man is dead in 
him ſelk, and renued to a better life, accompa- 
nied with meete and conuenient wozkes foꝛ 
it: and ſuch as may witnes that he is a trew 
member of Ch iſt, by caſting downe of him 
ſelfe,ofhis own wiſdom, and reaſon, and al his 
affections and paſſions, which caſting downe 
ok him ſelfpzoceedech from a liuely taſte and 
feeling of the goodnes of our heauenly Fa⸗ 
ther, whereby man is knowen to be Gods 
chylde, and inheritour of all his bleſſings: fox 
this can not be, but foꝛthwith his vvle , baſe, 
carnall and earthly affections vaniſh away & 
become dead in him, by reaſon of the great 
light of faith, which darkeneth e puttech out 

all the falſe light of our coꝛrupt nature. 
Ulherefoze,a Chiiſtian man doeth then in 
deede ſhewe him ſelfe to be aright Chziſtian, 
when the death of Chꝛiſt, which hath a cer⸗ 
taine foꝛce in it to expell and caſt out the wic⸗ 
kednes of our fleſhe , and his reſurrection 
whereby there is raiſed vp in vs the ſkate and 
condition of a better nature,ſhewthetr fruite 
m him, as by Baptiſme we are made parta⸗ 
kers of this grace. So that all knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſte , that hath not this vertue to 
followe it, is naked and bare, and all baptiſme 
without ic vnpꝛofitable and nothing wozth: 
| Gi. fo? 
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fo there tommeth no man to Chaifte , oꝛ is 

receiued into the grace of Chyiſt , but the ef- 

ficacie ot his death appeareth in him, and bea⸗ 

reth about a ſhewe and token of it in him by 
mottification ofthe fleſhe, and quickening ok 
the ſpirit, as hauing paſſed out of this firſt | 

nature, into the nature of Chyiſt by a ſpiritual 

renewing, which ſheweth it ſelfe by framing 

the courſe of our life anewe, wherein who ſo 

is foꝛmoſt, ſheweth that he hath p2ofited moſt 
in che knowledge of God: And we may not 

thinke that the benefit of the death and re⸗ 

ſurrection of Jeſus Chʒiſt belongeth to any 

other, ſaue onely to them which ſhew foꝛch a 

new life, & of a right affection ot heart, ſome 

ſooner, ſome later, giue them ſelues to holy- 

nes and cleannes, wherein ſtandeth the band 

of the coniũction that is betweene God and 
vs, and the certapne badge and marke of ' 

Chꝛiſtian man, whereby the childꝛen of God, 

as S. Iohn ſayeth, are knowen from the chil 

| dꝛen ok the deuill. 

_—=__ of- ' Foy which cauſe, Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſpeaking of 
marke ofa this ſanctificatid to his Apoſtles, as of a true 
Chꝛiſtian. marke whereby his are knowen, ſayd, that if 
is the wedding garment , whereby as by the 
bꝛidegromes cloth and liuerie, thoſe that are 
bidden to the mariage fealt are know? - 
0 , 
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other, And the Apoſtle ſaith to the ſame pur⸗ 
poſe, that without this cleannes no man can 
ee God, noꝛ be io yned to him to cleaue faſt to 
him. And it is impoſſible foꝛ 5 ſpirit ot adop⸗ 
tion to be in one, but the ſpirit of lanctiſicatiõ 
muſt alſo needes be in him: foz by it, it is that 
the faithful are called Saincts, as ſanctified 
and made holy of God, cõſecrated @ ſet apart 
frõ pꝛophane & cũmon vſe, ſeparated fro all 
karthly ſilthines c defiling of the fleſh , as the 
beſſels, garments, temples, c ſweet ſmelling 
acrifices were, which might not be applied 
to anv other vle, but that that was holy t de- 
dicate to the glozie of God. Fo; it is meete 5 
they that are lightenev with the doctrine of 
laluation, ſhould ſhewe them ſelues an other 
ſozt of men, then they that walke after p va- 
nitte of their owne bꝛaines, being ouerconte- 
ked with darknes, becaule they neuer felt any 
light ol trueth:ſo that to finde an holy main 
deede ( which is the Chꝛiſtian man) we neede zn holv 
not ſeeke him in an heremitage oꝛ deſert, oꝛ mm. 
| in ſome cloſe place that is walled about ſepa- 
rate from the conuerſation and common like 
a men, either in garments, meate, ceremo⸗ 
nies, oꝛ what other obſeruation ſoeuer of co2- 
| UUptible things , and other fozme ok holines 


entey by men, with akinde of wiledome 
G ii. in 
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in ſuperſtition and humblenes of ſpirit, and 
contempt ofthe bodie vnder a cloke offained 
obedience, pleaſant in ſhew to mans reaſon: 
but in the onely wozking of the holy Ghoſt, 
which tranſfoꝛmeth ſoules into thatholines 
which he hath him ſelfe, and frameth them in 
ſuch wile to newe thoughts and affections, 
chat we may wel ſav, they are other then they 
were befoze, as wzought in his knoweledge 
and to his image that made them. 

Which thing appeareth not onely within 
thꝛough an in ward and ſpirituall feeling ofa 
pure conſcience cleanſed from wicked aflec⸗ 
tions, aſſiſted thercunto with a feare of God, | 
and faith, and hope, and patience, and inuoca⸗ 
tion: but alſo without thzough a continuall 
exerciſe of godlines, voyde of all ſuperſtition, 
which might leſſen oz darken the glozie of 
God, by giuing that to other which is pꝛoper 
to him: as alſo by peace and ioy of cõſcience, 
meekenes, goodnes, vpꝛight dealing, iuſtice, 
ſobzenes, temperancie, and other fruites of 
the Spirit, contrarie to the fruites of the 
fleſh, which are, vncleannes, filthines, ivola- 
trie, ſectes, hereſies, diſſolutenes, enimities, 
ſeditions,outrages, murders, theftes, and 9 
ther ſuch like, which are contrarie to bꝛothet⸗ 
ly charitie, which Jeſus Chutt tellech bs, 1 
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an other marke and token, wherby they that Charitie a 
are his are marked and knowen to be his dil⸗ Chriſtine 
tiples: not onely by a common loue towards |; 
all men, as all men are one fleſhe, and all crea⸗ 
ted and faſhioned to the image ol God, but 
alſo by a ſpeciall and mutuall loue the one to⸗ 
wardes the other, ſo much the mote ſtraight 
and pꝛeciſe, by howe muchthe image of God 
ſhineth mote clearely in them, whom he hath 
befoze regenerate, 
And therkoze, as by mottifying ofhim ſelf, 
the Chyiſtia man foꝛgetteth him ſelf,# what⸗ 
ſoeuer is about him, to liue in God, referring 
the partes of his life to him, as to their onely 
end, without further ſearche of things that 
pleaſe him ſelfe , but ſuche onely as pleaſe 
him, and as he well liketh of fo; the aduance⸗ 
ment ok his gloꝛie:and ſo by this way and ef- 
ect of moꝛtification, he caſteth of all conſide⸗ 
ration of him ſelfe, and layeth aſide all fleſhly 
tectiõ to giue him ſelf wholly to his neigh⸗ 
bour, and pꝛeferreth the pꝛolit of his neigh⸗ 
bour,befoze any reſpect ot him ſelf: So that 
this loue is an other maner of loue, then that 44 
naturall loue which is common to all men, Chantic x 
which is nothing els, to ſpeake truely, but a the loue of 
ue of our ſelues, accoꝛdingly as cuery man are 
is inclined to haue a care of him ſelle, and ſo 
G lit, to 
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to ſeeke his owne pꝛoftte and gayne: neither 
is there any moꝛe agreement betwecne the, 
then is betweene kyꝛe and water, foꝛ the loue 
of our ſelues keepeth all our ſenſes ſo well 
occupied, that this Chyiſttan and bꝛotherly 
loue,ts wholly baniſhed. And therefoꝛe Saint 
Iohn ſayeth plainely, That all they that haue 
a right feeling of it, knowe that they are pal- 
ſed from death to life, and they that haue no 
feeling of it, remaine in death, that is to ſave, 
they that are not regenerate. 

And in deede, the bonde of perfection con: 
ſiſteth in lone, fo lone is the marke and ende 
whereat the Lawe ſhoateth, and wherein the 
end ok lanctiſtcation ſtandeth, as whereby e⸗ 
tery one of vs hath to witnes to the woꝛlde, 
what loue we beare to God, whom we lou? 
in our bꝛethꝛen. Conſidering that this loud 
is ſo iopned and coupled with the loue of 
God, that it can in no wyſe be ſeparate from 
it, becauſe it pꝛocedeth from the loue of God, 
as the effect from the cauſe: and in on i 
is, to be ſhoꝛt, wherein ſtandeth the right rule 
of life, whereby the Chaiftianman frames 
all his; actions, and moderateth the right vie 
of the giftes of God. And therefoze whatlo 
euer is not ſquared by it, is falſe , and all ber 


tues be they neuer ſo excellent, are un 
it, 


—otaUCnrunan af. 
it,nothing els but a wynde thatpuffeth men 
bp with pꝛyde and vanitie, and a vainepam- 
ting oꝛ vnp2ofitable ſound, that is to fape , a 
thing of nothing, and that moze is, a ſtin⸗ 
king and abominable thing befoze God, 
And therefoze we mult not thus thinke SChaiſkiff 
of a Chaiſtian man, that hee is a man with man wt 
dꝛawen aſide from all other men, liuing in a not yimſeit 
ſolitarie place, o2 ſo dedicate to a contem⸗ fro doing. 
platiue lite, as they call it, as that thereby he 
is diſtract from ſuch actions of conuerſation, 
as are behoueable and neceſſarie fo2 the in- 
terteinment of the ſocietie of men: Seeing 
that men are bozne one fo2 an other , to com⸗ 
municate one with an other fo2 the mainte⸗ 
nance ofthe ſocietie of mankinde, and not to 
bereue our neighbours of that duetie wee 
owe them, if we will not be taken fo2 theeues 
befoze God: Conſidering that we were not 
placed here in this wotld, to liue ſolitarily as 
wylde and bꝛute beaſtes, but to liue amongſt 
companic, and to make other men partakers 
of that which God hath beſtowed vpũ eche of 
vs, and there is nothing wherein men are 
ſaid to followe God ſo muche in, as in em⸗ 
ploying them ſelues charitably one foꝛ ano- 
ther,fo2 the pꝛofit of one an other, as in deede 
that vertue is the beſt of all, that is pꝛofita⸗ 
G titt, ble to 


ble to the moſt, 


The Chit Therefoze the Choiſtian, is a man that 


— 
h tions and trades of life, whereunto he findeth 


man hath daily conuerſation with other men, that 
to plicth him ſelfe indifferently to all condi⸗ 


ofltt,voth bun ſelfe rightly called , and therein employ- 


— eth him ſelle faithfuliy to the pꝛolit of the ſo⸗ 


tietie of mankinde, whether it be in reſpect 
of a pꝛʒiuate life and the dealings thereunto 
belonging, oz in regarde of the comon weale, 
which is to bee folowed without his owne 
houle : So that as a ſonne he rendereth the 


ni⸗ duetie of obedience and ſubiection to his fas 


nate 


tatc. ther and mother, and helpcth them as much 
as he can: as a ſeruant, he ſheweth him ſelfe 
ſeruiceable to his maſter, & diligent to pleale 
him ,as ofa free and willing heart, ſeruing 
God and not man: as on the other ſide , if he 
be a maſter, he entreateth his ſeruants gent⸗ 
ly, and is not to rigozous and churliſhe to⸗ 
wardes the, hauing alwayes an eye to God, 
as to the Loꝛd and Maſter of all: and if he be 
a Father, he vſeth his childꝛen louingly and 
gently as is meete fo2 their perſones, tray- 
neth vp and frameth their liues in good ma⸗ 
ners: and laſt, if he be an husband, he rendꝛeth 
that beneuolence that is due vnto his wike, 
fo2 we may not thinke , that this man 1 of 
JL 
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the number of thoſe , which foꝛſake the re- 
medie that God hath eſtabliſhed fo2 auoiding 
of foꝛnication, and wil needes vpon an headi⸗ 
nes ouercome the neceſſitie of nature, raſhly 
alſuring them ſelues that God will helpe 
them, which he pꝛomileth to none but to the 
that walke in his wayes, ne giueth the gift 
of continencie at all tymes to all men. 
Mozeouer the oder and frame of an houſ⸗ 
holde, is ſo well perceiued in the houſe of a 
Chꝛiſtian, that he him ſelf as Paſtoure of his 
kamilie, inſtructeth it diligently in the fcare 
of God, and keepeth it in good and godlie 

- diſcipline by continuall exerciſe in godlines. 
So that in his houſe, you ſhall finde the chaſt 
wife, the ſhamefaced, plaine, & modeſt wife, 

- decked without as ſhe is within, no painted 

noꝛ masked thing, rendzing true obedience 
to her husband, and hauing an eye vpon her 
familie, her ſeruants, her childꝛen: the ma⸗ 
ſter, father, and husbande, euerie one inhis 
degree emploving him ſclfe ſyncerely in his 
duetie and office, appꝛouing his doings as 
befoze God, 

And as fo other offices & dealings which The vu⸗ 
are not houſhold matters, and are without 
his houſe, as an inferiour and ſubiect, he re⸗ 
uerẽceth the higher powers, and ſubmitteth 

him 
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him ſelf willingly to them, as to Gods ozdi⸗ 
nances, whole minde is by thts ozder , to go⸗ 
uerne the wozlde and keepe the ſtate of man: 
kinde in peace and tranquillitie, paveth them 
their tributes and dueties, and ſubmitteth 
him ſelfe freely and frankely to obey their 
lawes and commandements, not onelp fo} 
neceſſities ſake, becauſe he can not reſiſt the 
without danger of being puniſhed fo? it, but 
alſo fo? conſcience ſake , bound to do it by che 
woꝛd of God. Dehonoureth the Miniſters & 
Paſkours ofthe Churche , as Gods meſlen- 
gers, and ſheweth him ſelf readie and frame⸗ 
able to their teaching, frequenteth the holy 
allemblies, and vſeth all meanes he can, that 
are p2ofitable to nouriſhe and mainteine the 
ſeruice of God, And againe,as ſuperiour and 
placed in higher rowme aboue other, he hath 
a care to execute his charge faithfully, to de- 
fende the good, punifh y wicked, as all power 
and authoꝛitie of man, is bound to ſerue the 
tommoditie and pꝛoltt of the ſubiects . If he 
be a Paſtour, he miniſtreth the woꝛd of God 
faichfully, and marreth not the doctrine of 
ſaluation, he keepeth it in his puritie, and in⸗ 
ſkructeth the people both in good dectrine e 
in good example of life, and vſurp:th no rule 
oz violent and ty? annous L ozvlines ouer his 

felowes 


ot a Chriitian man. 
felowes no! infertours, but ſeketh the com⸗ 
moditie andp2ofite of all them that he hath 
charge of, 

So then the condition of all men is this, Where 
that they are mutually bounde one to an o⸗ | 
ther, ſo that none of vs may exempt him ſelfe — 2 
from ſubiection, and therefoze whereſocuer alſo m- 
there is loue of one toward an other, there ig fual ſeru 
alſo interchangeable ſeruice. The higheſt wude. 
Rings and Pꝛinces that are, are not exempt 
from it, fo2 God hath placed them in pꝛee⸗ 

inence to ſerue, as the members of the bo- 
die, what pꝛeeminence and pzerogatine ſoc⸗ 
uer the one hath ouer the other, yet notwith- 
ſtanding ſerue one an other, vſing ſuch pow- 
ers as God hath put in them, to the pꝛolit of 
the whole bodie, receining no other commo- 
ditie but that which arifeth of the pꝛofite of 
_ whole, and is powꝛed out vpon the whole 

odie. 

And foꝛ this cauſe , the Chꝛiſtiã man hath The C 
his eyes alwayes bent vpon his vocation, as — en 
vpon apꝛinciple and ground whereby to go⸗ wapes 
uerne him (elf aright, neceſlarie in al things his cal 
to keepe the right waye, taketh heede he do 
not ambitiouſly and raſhlye take vpon him 
many and ſondꝛie charges and offices tots 
ther, chat he attempt not moꝛe then his cal⸗ 


ling 


— _- 


_ Ortneexcellencie 
ling will beare, and medleth not raſhly with 
thoſe things which do nothing cõcerne him, 
but contenteth him ſelfe with his pꝛeſent cõ⸗ 
dition, whatſoeucr it be, whether great 02 
{mall,rich oꝛ pooꝛe, honourable oz baſe, he fo⸗ 
loweth it and continueth in it conſtantly, and 
palleth not his bounds, no; changeth it with⸗ 
out iuſt cauſe. Fo2 his affections are ruled, 
and he baidleth his natural and inoꝛdinate de⸗ 
ſires which couet commonly mote then man 
hath, meaſuring his ſufticiencie by the will of 
God, which he knoweth by that that befal⸗ 
lech him: and taketh all as from him, and by 
his pꝛouidence, whereunto he referreth the 
whole conduct of him felfe , and whatſoeuer 
concerneth him, ſo that he will do nothing, 
no? take ought vpon him of his owne head, 
but as a ſimple toole and inſtrument ſubmit⸗ 
tech him ſelfe to the conduct of his maſter 

and wotkeman,who is the Lo: dot all. 
ze Chi And therfoꝛe in what ſtate ſoeuer he linde 
qo — him ſelf either high oꝛ lowe, rich o2 pooze,he. 
ane, beareth him ſelte alwayes moderatly and as 
it were, in an euen balance , Pauing aboun⸗ 
dance of richeſſe, honours, and heauenly bleſ⸗ 
ſinges, plentilully powed vpon his ſoule, 
hee eaſely frameth him ſelfe to beare himſelf 
after one ſoꝛte in what ſoeuer ſtate may 5 


of a Chriſtian man. 


fall him in this pꝛeſent life, making nothing 

lo great accompt of earthly and tranſitozie 
things, as men commonly do verie vainely 

and Toolithlp To be ſhozt, the Chꝛiſtian The qua 

man, is a veſſel of honour, ſanctiſied to euerie * g ora 

good wozke, and a man that walketh after © hüt an 

the ſpirit, and not after the fleſh, and as Jeſus 

Chꝛiſt ſayth, that bzingeth foꝛth good things 

out of the treaſure of his heart and ſpirituall 

vertue that is in him. Foꝛ he is the good tree 

which is knowen by his good fruite it bea- 

reth. And a man cladde with the garment of 

light, that walketh honeſtly as at midday in 

all mens eyes, beeing a paterne ot good 

wotkes, and a lampe lightened with the ſpi⸗ 

rit of God, that ſhineth in the darkenes of the 

wozld by purenes of life, in whom there is 

not one piece oꝛ poꝛtiõ ofhis life, but peldethj 

a good and ſweete ſauour afholmes and loue 

to the gloꝛie of God, and pꝛofit of his neigh⸗ 

bour, whether we marke his talke, which is 

poudꝛed with ſalt, accoꝛdingly as the woꝛde 

of God dwelleth plentifully in him, and with 

ſuch a grace, that he is able to dꝛawe his hea- 

rers by reaſon of the commoditie and pꝛofit 

that commeth by his talke, eicher to his mo⸗ 

deſt behauiour, be ing very meeke and graue, 

02 to his actions which tende to nothing but 

to 


Of the excellencie 


to goodnes & honeſtie befoze men, labouring 
by his good conuerſation to edifie all men to 
the aduancement of their ſaluation. And all 
this he doeth, becauſe he feeleth within him 
ſelfe that hee is called to ſo highe a degree of 
honour as to be the childe of God, which mo⸗ 
ueth him with great earneſtnes, and ʒeale of 
ſpirit to do an inſtnite ſoʒt of good woꝛkes to 
the glozie of God, and to frame him ſelf to be 
manered and facioned as becommeth ſo high 
a ſtate as he is placed in. 

And though theſe markes may ſeeme to 
be ſufficient to knowe a true Chyiſtian by, 


ſſe. pet notwithſtanding beſide thoſe markes of 


holmes and charitie, there is the marke of 
the croſſe, farre mote apparant and to be per- 
ceiued in the ſight of man, to teache vs moe 
plainely that the knowing of a Chꝛiſtian ma 
ſtandeth in che moꝛtiſication ot the outward 
man outwardly, as the foꝛmer did in the in⸗ 
ward man. And pet both the one and the o⸗ 
ther pꝛoceede out of one head, which is the 
felowſhip we haue with Chꝛiſte, which can 
not be ſeparate fro the croſſe. Foz this cauſe 
the doctrine of the Goſpel is called the woꝛd 
of che Croſſe, becauſe the woꝛlde doeth fo2 
the moſt parte hate it,as the wiſdome ofman 
is whollp cõtrarie to the wiſedome of _ 


oa Chriſtian man. 

che one ſeeking Gods gloꝛie, the other, the 
gloꝛie of the fleſh, which is ſo much the moe 
enemp to the firſt, becauſe the light ofy Gol 
pel diſcouereth the darknes of it, x the trueth 
of the Goſpel maketh manifeſt and bzingeth 
to light the errours and lies of the fleſh, And 
becauſe the woꝛld can not indure it, and ſeetch 
| that it can not mainte ine it ſelk in credit, by ỹ 
way of trueth and peace, it ſtriueth to do it by 
the way of lying, cogging, and violence, as it 
is in deede a lier æ murderer:ſo that they that 
are accompted and taken fo2 the wiſeſt, the 
diſcreteſt, of greateſt power and holines, are 
ſometimes the ſirſt that band them ſclues 
againſt the trueth of God , as they that feele 
them ſelues moſt greeued. Andtherfoze the 
Jewes did moze hatnouſly a great deale per- 
ſecute Chꝛiſt then the Gentiles , & amongſt 
them the Phariſes and high Bꝛieſts moze 
then the common people: and ſo at this day, 
the chiefeſt among the falſe Chꝛiſtians and 
members of Antichziſte, are enemies to 
Ch iſt, moꝛe then other, ſo that the ſaying of 
ſaint Paul is founde true in all times, That 
they which are after the fleſh, alwayes perſe⸗ 
| cute thẽ, chat are after the ſpirit. Fo2 though 
they do not impꝛiſon all, no2 baniſh all, no2 
conſiſcate all Chꝛiſtians goods, no burne 


» 


The cõdi⸗ 
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all,no2 behead all,no2 hang ali, vet at the leaft 
wpte , there are fewe that ſcape their ſcoftes 
and mockes, their reuiles and tantcs , their 
gnaſhing of teeth and ſhaking their heads at 
them. Foꝛ this is a ſure ſaying and wozthy 
to be receyued, that all that will liue fapth- 
fullye in Jeſus Chzifte , mult ſuffer perſe⸗ 
cution, 

So that all the childzen of God haue this 


tian at the condition layed vpõ them, to beare the croſſe 


$a than 
5 do bea 
che colt 


place, That the childꝛẽ of God ſhalbe know? 


re of Chꝛiſt, as men appointed to it, by the wyll 
"of the heauenly Father, who hath decreed 
this with him ſelfe to obſerue this oꝛder and 
meanes in gouerning his child)?, that he will 
exerciſe them in this life wich diners croſſes: 
and fo? that cauſe Jeſus Chꝛiſt him ſelfe the 
elder bother was conſecrate by afflictions, 
and ſo entred into the pꝛeferrement of ſalua- 
tion. And ſo muſt all they that followe hum, 
beare the {ame liuerie and cognilance vpon 
them, as he him ſclfe ſhewed plaine inough, 
ſaving to his Apoſtles , No man can be ſaid 
to be his diſciple , but hee that taketh bp his 
croſſe and followeth him. And in an other 


from other by this, that the woꝛlde ſhall hate 
them, as he was hated firſt . And in deede if 


we locke bpon Abzaham the paterne 4 _ 
alty, 


— ä ¶ r ¶ 
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_ ot aChritanman, 
faith, which is a ſufficient example fot vs, ſo Arnhem 


that we neede not alleage any other, we may 7 1 * 
ſee that the pꝛomilſe of adoption was no ſo⸗ n 
ner made him, but hee was by and by com- 
maunded to depart from his houle, and fo2- 

lake his parentes, his owne countrie, and 

other commodities, to be a pilgryme and a 
ſtranger vpon the earth, ſubiect to a perpe⸗ 

tuall kinde of croſſe. And ſurely that man 

can not haue a certain pzoofe within himſelt, 

that he is a Chꝛiſtian, that is vnwilling to be 
ſubiect to this ſtate and condition, which the 
maſter, and head, and Lozd of al, was willing 

ly ſubiect to, foꝛ vs all, and who is a liuely pa⸗ 


terne koꝛ vs to folowe, 


Fo? the free adoption, wherein conſiſteth onmo⸗ 
mens ſaluation, can not be ſeparate frõ Gods mitie to 
euerlaſting deeree, which hath made all his Chult be 
childꝛen ſubiect to beare the Croſſe: and be⸗ the 
caule there ſhalbe none inheritour of heauen, 
which is not firſt made like to the only ſonne 
of God, Fo? as he hath ÿ chiefeſt & beſt place 
.amonglt all the childꝛen of God, as amongſt 
men the eldeſt ſonne beaxeth the name of the 
jouſe : ſo is he appointed to be their paterne, 
by whome they mult be framed as it were 
by line and ſquare , tothe end they refufeno- 
thing which he was ſubiect _ and that i i 

i. 0 


A differẽce 
bet weene 
Halleot differeth from that which al the woꝛld taſteth 


Chꝛi⸗ 
[ 12 and 
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ſo doing, they may euery one in his place, be 
topned & coupled together with their head, 
who is placed in the higheſt degree, not only 
to be aboue all, but allo to holde all them that 
are coupled togither with him vnder one ſelf 
ſame marke of b2otherhoode and honour, 
And as Rings and ꝛinces of this wozlve, 
haue their honours and pꝛaiſes, wherewith 
they crowne the noble and valiant actes ok 
their ſouldters : ſo this ſoueraigne King and 
Pzince Jeſus Chyiſt honoureth them with 
his markes, whome he vleth in matters of 
great weight, to the ende they may appeare 
glozious with him aboue the reſt. 

Pereby it appeareth,how farre this marke 
ofthe croſle which is pꝛoper to the Chailtias 


ol, ſeing the caſe ſtandeth ſo v there is no mi 


ö | the Swogtd= can ſap, that he is exempt from milerie,afflic- 


LY 


tion, x trouble in this life. Foꝛ where as the 
other which all men taſte of, is a ſigne of the 
curſe of God to the wicked, this croſle which 
is ſanctifiev of God, is a ſigne of bleſſing, and 
wholſom fo2 them that beare it, & therefo2e 
they ſhould be deceiued þ ſhould thinke, that 


they which ſuffer in this warfare againſt ſin, 


ſhould be thought to ſuffer fox ſinne , as the 


** do in their ſufferãces: cſiering 


\ 
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that by this croſie, God pꝛocureth the ſalua- God pꝛo⸗ 
tion ofhis people, vſing it as an inſtrument c wb our 
help fit fo the aduancing ok regeneration be⸗ the Croſs 
gun in thẽ, boch to beate down the fooliſh and 
vaine confidence of the fleſh, and to bꝛeake in 
pieces the vaile ot hypocriſie, which is natu⸗ 
rally in it, & alſo to bꝛidle his intemperancie. 
Foꝛ the whole nature of man ts ſo pꝛone to 
boaſt it ſelfe pzoudly c pꝛeſumptuoully of his 
vertue & ſufficiencie, p it is needefull to ſhew 
him his frailetie, as it were with the finger & 
befoze his eyes, to the ende he may be hum⸗ 
bled and bꝛought to a mote true and certaine 
knowledge of him ſelfe by a liuely feeling of 
his feblenes, and learne to cal fo) ſtrength fro 
the Loꝛd, as Ionas did, ſaying, I remembzed 
the Loꝛd when my ſoule was in anguiſh: and 
Dauid, when J was in tribulation, I cryed to 
the Loꝛd: fo it fareth ſo with men, as it do⸗ 
eth with the ſea, which would be infected and 1 
ftinke,if it were not troubled with ö windes: alder al md 
ſo would men be naught , if they were not with ſca. | 
ſometimes toſſed with afflictions. 

And therefoze as 5 wozldly croſſe ſerueth The code 
the wozld foꝛ a witnes of his condemnation, a ructh-fox 
lo this croſle being ſanctifted is anaſſitrance ol our ciec⸗ 
and certaintie to the elect of their election, ion. 
adoption, & felowſhip they haue with * 

ii. the 


— — 
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the reſt or his afflictions being accompliſhed 

in them, as members and part ol him. Foꝛ as 

Chuiſt ſuffred once in him ſelle, ſo ſuffreth he 

1 — kauk⸗ daily in his members, as the head ſuffreth 

frei in his with the parts ofthe bodie. And ſo his mem⸗ 

members. bers arc made like to him by the ſame triall 

ok obedience, with ſuch a grace, that mozeo⸗ 

uer and beſide they are quit and exempt from 

thole paines which all men deſerue generally 

foꝛ their ſinnes they are honourably marked 

wich the markes and badges of his ſonne, fo: 

that the Father appointed they ſhould be af* 

flicted fo2 his name. And whereas he might 

| by good reaſon haue made them ſuffer moꝛe 

N grieuouſly, vea as ſhamefull thienes,murde- 

rers, robbers, and cuill doers, he maketh the | 

ſuffer as innocents, laping vpon thẽ the per⸗ 
ſone ok his ſonne, and cauleth them to ſuffer 

| fot his ſake, | 

Sod ta⸗ And though notwithſtanding al this, they 

pleaiure in be ſubiect to al mileries which al men taſte ol 
the afflic⸗ indifferently, both good and euil, yea c wozle 
| tiog of his, puniſhed then other, in ſo much that if a man 

| feththem would compare their afflictions with other 

| fox ther mens, a man would thinke there were none 

| pzofite, ſo bad as they: and that God doeth (as a man 

would ſay)ſpare the wicked, in campariſon of 

his rigour which he ſheweth toward his: w 


| 


- 


ofa Chriſtan man. 


we may not thinke ö God taketh a pleaſure 
in their toꝛments, and as ſome pꝛophane mẽ 
ſay, that he maketh but a ſpoꝛt and paſtime of 


it when he ſo afflicteth men, hauing caſt of the 
care and pꝛouidẽce of mens affaires. But on 


che contrarie ſide, becauſe God iudgeth the 
wozld aright, ſo that no man can eſcape his 
hands without puniſhment, he moderateth 
aͤnd compaſlleth his iudgements in luch ſoꝛt, 
that he winketh at many lewde turnes which 
the wicked commit, as though he ſawe them 
not, and in the meane ſeaſon co2recteth his 


childꝛen as ſone as they make a fault, and che 
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reaſon is, becauſe hee hath a care of them to 
bung them into the right way, purpoſing to 
make his pꝛouidence eſpecially knowen in ÿ 
gouernment of his Church, and ſo vleth his 
arme towardes it, that by the way he giueth 


vs to vnderſtande, he hath a fatherly care of 


vs, and pꝛouideth fo2 the ſaluation of his 
Church. 

And truely if amongeſt men there beno 
father, of ſounde and right iudgement, but 
will chaſtice his childꝛen, becauſe without 
correctid,he is not able to bzing them to any 
good point: howe ſhall God, who is a moſt 
gracious & wile Father, foꝛſlacke a remedie 
chat is ſo neceſlarie $TUhich notwithtaving 
I) iii. be 
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he vſeth in ſich ſozt , that whereas he puni⸗ 
ſheth & iudgeth the wozld , andſheweth him 
lelfe a ſeuere c angrie iudge againſt the fro- 
ward, he ſheweth him ſelf gracious & gentle 
towardes his. Fo2 bythis meanes, hee mea⸗ 
neth to giue all men ſome licle taſte of that 
which he wil ſhew plainly in the latter day, to 
wit, that he is the iudge of the wogld, x loueth 
iuſtice in deede, and hateth vniuftice deadly, 
both to male the vnbeleuers fo much y maze 
inexcuſable, and alſo fo2 the great pꝛoſit and 
commoditie of the faithfull, to whom he pꝛo⸗ 
teſteth, chat he doeth not puniſh them foz any 
hatred he beareth them, but contrariwyſe be⸗ 
cauſe he louech them, to amende them by al⸗ 
flictions which are the fruites of ſinne , and 
cauſe them to runne mote feruently to his 
grace, hauing once felt in the croſſe what the 
anger ol God is, ſo that whereas the wicked 
are ouerwhelmed wich the fearful toꝛzments 
which they ſuffer,» Chꝛiſtian by being made 
partaker of the ſanctification of Chyilt , tho⸗ 


rowe the croſſe, hath an entrance into » ioyes 
| ofheauen,and euerlaſting life with him. 
Che pzofe And by this way it is, that God wil pꝛoue 
| 4 int euerie mans faith, whecher it be buylt vpon a 
by the ſure rocke oꝛ no, whether the ſeede of ÿ woꝛd 


CTroſſe. 
| be fallen vpon good ground, and whether the 
[ doctrine 
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doctrine of the Goſpel which men haue re⸗ 
cetued,be golde, ſiluer, and pꝛecious ſtones, 
oꝛʒ whether it be hay & ſtubble, which the fire 
of tribulation conſumeth and baingech to 
naught. Foz it we make ſo great accompt of 
golde which is but a metal, that we will trye 
it in the fyer, to make it pleale vs the better, 
what maruell is there, if God trye the fayth 
ok his childꝛen after the ſame ſo2t, tothe end 
that when we are once well purged from the 
dꝛegges and filthe of incredulitie which re⸗ 
maineth in vs, and are purified in the four- 
nace of diuers afflictions, and ſo melted as it 
were anew, our faith may be of like accompt 
before him. 

And ſurely it wil be as eaſie to knowe a 
Ch iſtian from an hypocrite by this tryall of 
affliction, as it is to know a piece ot gold fro 
a piece ot bꝛaſſe, when they come both to the 
anuile, and to be ſtriken with the hamer- foꝛ 
bꝛaſſe will not be handled , but when it com- 
meth to the beating, 1tbzeaketh , md maketh 
a ſharpe dinne andy2zkeſame : and gold ſoun⸗ 
deth{weetely,+ts plyable, vou may ſtretche 
it out both in length and bzeadth in thinne 
and fine leaues as vou lift : euen ſa when an 
hypocrite cometh betweene the anuile & the 
hammer of affliction, he bꝛaſtech with impa⸗ 

I) iii. tience, 
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The croſſe tience, he murmureth,cryeth out, and lamen⸗ 
— teth in blaſphemies againſt God: whereas ß 
Chiiſkan Chultian pꝛaiſeth God, giueth him thankes, 
and laveth out his heart, ſubmitting him ſelfe 
willinglp vnder the Lozds hand that ſtriketh 
The pꝛo him. Againe, by this exerciſe, God exerciſeth 
| tc ot t the the faithfullto contemne this life, & ſtirreth 
croſſe. them vp, to thinke vpon and deſire the life to 
come, by dawing them away by litle & litle, 
| 
' 


from the fooliſh and immoderate loue of this | 
wozlb,baleled with a vayne ſhew of fleſhly x 
tranſitoꝛie things: and mozeouer to ioyne 
them togither with his ſonne inp felowthip 
ofthe croſſe, that as he paſſed though a bot- 
tomleſle pit 'of mileries to enter into heaut- 

ly glozie, ſothould they alſo come thither by 
diuers tribulations, herein honouring them 
in making them ſuffer perſecution fot righ⸗ 
teouſnes ſake, that is to ſap,fo2 the defenſe of 
his trueth againſt the lyes of Satan, o2 to 
mainteine all iuſt cauſes, that they may be in 
like ſoꝛt renowmed as his ſonne was here in 
this wozlde , and though moꝛe ſufferance of 
mileries wherein hee maketh his gifts and 
graces appeare which he beſtowed vpon the, 
be ſo much the mote confirmed in that felow- 
ſhip which they haue with him, to the ende 
they may be notozious fo; his gloʒie, and * 
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fit ofhis Church , which is by this meanes 
obediently gouerned. 

But the chiekeſt thing that is to be conſi⸗ 
dered in this point, e is in deede the choyſeſt The ercel 
piece of Excellencie that is tv be founde ina lencie of a 
Chꝛiſtian vᷣ ſuffkreth foꝛ Chꝛiſtes lake, is this, — 
that where al men are naturally afrayd, e are reth vnde 
ſad and penſiue when any avuerſities befall the croſie. 
them, murmure againſt God, curle their like, 
and fal out to baning againſt heauen & earth, 
deteſting their ſtate as miſerable, the Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian very quietly & contentedly bearcth pa- 
tiently whatſoeuer befalleth him, not that he 
ts ſo boyd of ſenſe, that he feeleth no griet, oꝛ 
affliction were not ſharpe & prkſome to him, 
and very hard to beare, ( fo? it it were other- 
wile, how could he be pactent if he feele no⸗ 
thing ) but becauſe the croſſe of Chʒiſt hach 
this popertie, that being accompanied with 
the vertue of ÿ holy Ghoſt, whichſweteneth 
the ſharpenes & bitternes of all atflictions,it 
engendꝛeth peace and meekenes in the heart 
of the Chꝛiſtian, and alſo thankes giuing, foʒ 
a ſingular benefit receiued of God, & cauleth 
him euen in the middes ok the greateſt cala⸗ 
mittes & griefs that may come vpon him, to 
haue a ioyful and mery heart, and receine the 
ko an eſpeciall caule ofcomfo2t , So ß theſe 
two 


Of che excellence - 
two affections , which are ioye and ſadnes, 
great enemies the one to the other, come and 
meet ſo togither, that the one is conſtrained 
to giue place to the other, as the ſtronger & 
hauing the vpper hande: in ſo much that the 
toy of the ſpirit which is mcomprehenſible, E 
as S. Paulſaieth, inexplicable, in that that it 
p2oceedeth from a taſte of heauenly giftes, 
doeth in fine walowe vp as it were p ſadnes 
and heauines. On the cõtrarie ſide, they that 
haue no taſte of thoſe giftes , can not chule 
but at length be oppꝛeſſed with ladnes, when 
aduerſitie aſſayleth them, fo2 ſo much as the 
lweete & louing yoke of Chꝛiſt is to heauy a 
burden foꝛ them, becauſe they can not cõpꝛe⸗ 
hende, how God our moſt louing and merct- 
full Father giueth them power to ſuffer that 
which they do ſuffer, to bzing them to his 
bliſſe, whereas the Chꝛiſtian mounteth vp on 
high and paſleth the very heauens, & holveth 
hun ſelt quiet and glad foꝛ the bliſſe of the in⸗ 
heritance to come, as though he had it in his 
bolome, committing him ſclfe fo2 the reſt to 
Gods direction c gouernement , as in deede 
it belongeth ta the Father, who is of right a- 
boue all fathers . And ſo not meaſuring the 
puniſhments alter the tudgemtt ofthe fleſh, 
but giuing honour to God, he ung 
a 
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that he moderateth his puniſhmets both diſ⸗ 
cretely & wiſely, fo that there can be nothing 
found in them, but very good moderation, c 
ſuch meaſure, that though thzough weaknes 
of reaſon he be not alwayes able to compꝛe⸗ 
hende it, vet he hath ſufficient to tomtoꝛt hun 
{elfe , in that he knoweth that Gods iudge⸗ 
ments are moſt iuſt and righteous. | 
To be ſhoꝛt, euen as à man that paſleth I fit com⸗ 
though a ſtrong floud oz ſtreame on foote, THT of 
leaſt he ſtomble and fall downe , ſetteth his gian 2 
eye ſteadily vpon the firme lande which hee ung tho- 
mindeth to atteine vnto,and marketh not the 7997 the 
ſwift courſe of the water, andſo goeth ouer this wozti 
ſafelp and is nothing dilmayed: ſo this man 
paſſing thꝛough the raging waues of pꝛeſent 
troubles,turneth away his ſight, his thought, 
and al appꝛehenſion that he might otherwile 
haue of the miſerie of them, andlifting vp his 
eyes to heauen, beholdeth there with a ſpiri⸗ 
tuall regarde the ineſtimable treaſures of 
the heauenly inheritance, which he ſtriteth 
to atteine vnto, c by this meanes eaſely ſur⸗ 
mounteth all hoꝛrour and feare of to ments 
and griefes which commonly make altera⸗ 
tions in mens heads, & caſteth them hedlong 
into deſperation. So then he ſtandeth ſurely 
ſetled,# marcheth on without feare, & not ſo 
only 
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The x glo- only but leapeth foz ioy, c reioyceth in his tri⸗ 
The nz bulations, x glozieth in the croſſe, which the 
in Croſle. woꝛld accompteth ſhametull # infamous, as 
in a thing which he eſtemeth moſt pꝛecious 
and honourable, and moze full of maieſtie 
then all the crownes and ſcepters , pꝛoude 
pompes and triumphes of all the Rings in 
the woꝛld, which the wozld wondereth at: fox 
he caſtech his eyes vpon Jeſus Chꝛiſte, and 
beholdeth in him the gloꝛie of his ſufferãces, 
whereby hee ſeeth him ſelfe gloziſted with 
him, and the repꝛoche that commeth by him 
to become nothing. And in deede, who is he 
that will accompt that thing ignominious 
which is holy, yea and ſanctifted of God : Oꝛ 
who would deſpiſe that, whereby the childꝛen 
of God are pꝛepared to gloꝛie, which is ſo 
farre from being diminiſhed in a Chziſtian, 
though the contemptible ſtate of this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent life, that it is rather augmented : And 
Moles foꝛ this caule thought the repzoches 
which he ſuffred foꝛ Chꝛiſtes ſake , greater 
richeſſe, then all the treaſures of Egypt. 
The croſſe of Antichꝛiſt and of his mem 
bers hath nothing like, it is harde, grieuous 
and fhameful to beare. Fo? in that they ſeeke 
not to be iuſtiſied by Chꝛiſte, they labour in 


vaine by going about to iuſtifie them * 
al 
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| and ſhewe them ſelues to be enemies to the 
trolle of Chꝛiſt, ſtriuing to beare the moꝛtili⸗ 
cation of the croſſe by many fooliſhe inuen⸗ 
tions, and withdꝛawing them ſelues into de⸗ 
| ſert and incioſed places, vnpꝛofitably puni- 
ſhing their bodies without faith, without 
Chxniſt, without hope, and without charitie. 

Thus the Chꝛiſtian man findeth combes The excel⸗ 

ok hony in the lyons belly, that is to ſaye, ioye, lencie ot a 

| gladnes and glozie, in the deepeſt and grea⸗ he 
teſt miſeries that may be, and a quiet ſtate in 
the gulfe of tempeſtes, as if he were in full 
bliſſe, and already rayſed vp from death to 
life, and ſet in the heauenly places with Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, in whom he poſſeſleth euen from 
this inſtant euerlaſting gloꝛie and blifle , and 
obteineth victoꝛie againſt the rage of Sata, 
and all the foꝛce the woꝛzld is able to vſe: fo 
to him it is giuen, to treade the Lyons vnder 
foote, and alſo the dꝛagons, and all other hurt⸗ 
ful power, becauſe he marcheth vnder the en- 
ſeigne of this valiant captaine which wil ne- 
uer loſe any one of his,though he employ the 
and exerciſe them in continuall combats, gi⸗ 
uing them this pꝛopꝛietie, that who ſo contt- 
nuech ſtedfaſt and conſtant in attaining to 
the gloꝛie of his hope, ſhall in the end obteine 
à good and bleſſed ende, where as the 5 
that 
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that is afraid to make head and ſet Him ſelfe 
courageouſſy againſt all that exalteth it ſelte 
as enemy againſt God, is not able to ſay that 
he hath atrue hope in him. 

And though the trueth be ſo, that there is 
not a weaker creature in the woꝛld then man 
is, ſubiect to the woꝛld, the fleſh , & the deuill, 
and all his luſtes, (though he had all the wiſe- 
dome of the Grecians, c ſtrength ofthe Ro- 
manes, and vertue of the Philoſophers, and 
righteouſnes of the Jewes in him) alwayes 
in feare,care,andhozrour,and one that cã not 
reſiſt the leaſt tentation that may befal him: 
Fo! he is but aſhadow of vanitie, yea & vant- 
tie it ſelf: yet notwithſtanding being regene⸗ 
rate in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, he is fo ſtrong c migh- 
tie, that though he caſt of all woꝛldly helpe & 
fauour, as Dauid put of his armour when he 
went to fight againſt Goliath, he doeth not 
only reſiſt al aſſaults ofthe wozld,fleſh,# the 
deuill valiantly, but alſo ſurmounteth all the 
enemies of God by the vertue of faith, which 
cauſeth vs to ſee by her light v all creatures 
are but fanſies and vaine fearebabes, which 
haue no power, but as pleaſeth God to giue 
them, whom we acknowledge to be our Fa⸗ 
ther,# one that hath ſuch a ſingular & father⸗ 


ly care of vs, that he maketh all things ſerue 
to our 
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to our ſaluation : euen ſo much that this man 
being tranſfozmed into God by loue which 
ſuffrech all things, can no mote be overcome 
then God him ſelfe, being {ſure in danger, at 
quiet in toꝛment, in pouertie riche, in ſicknes 
whole, quiet in perſecution, clozious in igno⸗ 
minie , bleſſed in milerie, aliue in death, and 
therefoze victoꝛious and triumphant ouer al 
his enemies: fo: hee that is bozne of God, 
ſuieth S. Iohn, ouercommeth the wonld. | 
IDereby we may gather, howe falſely they a | 
| bzagetboalt of them ſelues » they are Chyi- 2 
tians, which wil needes be exempt from this cinpt him 
tonditiõ ofthe Chiſtians, as though it were ey _ | 
poſſible to lay ſuch hold vpon Jeſus Chult as abuſcth * 
we ought, that we might embꝛace him, & let namc ofa. 
his croſle go: #as though we might be mẽ⸗ Chziltian, 
bers of his bodie, and not be partakers ot his 
ſufferances, which is but a mere & vaine ima⸗ 
ginatiõ ſpꝛong krom hence, that we do not ſo 
rightly iudge ofthe benefit of adoption as we 
ouccht to do, but caſt awayÿ grace, which ſanc⸗ 
tiſteth vs to euerlaſting life. Foꝛ Þ trueth is 
ſo, p who ſo pꝛofeſſeth him ſelf to be a chꝛiſtiã 
and is aſhamed to folowe Cit who ccocth 
before him, doeth nothing els but cut of him 
ſell, as pou would ſay,# diſauoweth him ſelfe 
to be any of Gods childꝛtẽ̃. Foz the Goſpel is 
neuer 
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neuer without perſecution ; neither is there 
any wape to come to the kingdome of hea- 
uen, but by the croſle, thougha ma would ne- 
uer ſo much flatter and excuſe him ſelf, vnder 
à colour of weakenes, which is nothing els, 
to ſpeake as the trueth is in deede, but infide- 
litie, and a ſmal accompt that man maketh of 
the holy and ſacred name of the Sonne of 
God. Foz certain it is that faith ſhal alwayes 
ouercome the wo2ld,but that can not be done 
without fight. And he that fo2 feare to con- 
feſle Gods Name openly , alleageth foꝛ him 
ſelfe,that yet notwithſtanding God leeth his 
heart,ſayeth trew, becauſe he can lee nothing 
in him but infidelitie and hypocriſte , hauing 
nothing, to ſay the trueth, to turne him away 
from Chniſt, but onely becauſe he appeareth 
with his croſle , diſfiqured and contemptible, 
and ſubiect to the repꝛoches ofthis wonlde, c 
calleth vs to be partakers of his afflictions. 
So that this kinde of men pꝛekerreth the 
gloꝛie of this woꝛld, befoꝛe the gloꝛie c ma⸗ 
ieſtie of Chꝛiſt which is ſpirituall, and the 
eaſe and quietnes of this life befoze euerla⸗ 
ſting bliſle: playing therein the part of Eſops 
cocke,which found a riche c pꝛecious pearle, 
and fozſooke it fo2 a graine of coꝛne, ſo vile 
and abiect and baſe their heart is, voyde 5 E 
no 2 
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noblenes and courage of a Chziſtian heart. 
which ſurmounteth all viſible things, as one 
of the houſhold of God, yea his childe & heire, 
being aſſured that there is a better poſſeſſion 
in heauen, then that which men ſeeke here 
vpon earth. But lecing the wozld is ſo bzu- 
tiſhe, and full of malice and ignoꝛance, we 
neede not jnarueile,if we ſee the moſt part of 
| men d}awe back & cowardly caſt away their 
weapons, as ſoone as they ſee the ſtandart of 
the croſle ſet vp, as we haue {zene moze exã⸗ 
ples then were to be wiſhed: and that of ſuch 
as at the beginning ſeemed to be valiãt ſoul⸗ 
diers, which had neuer learned to warfare & 
light accainſt their enemies but with a cer- 
| taine hautines of courage, which paſleth a- 
way by and by, and not to poſſeſſe their ſoules 
in patience. Theſe and ſuch like are the appa- 
rant markes and ſignes of the holy Ghoſt in 
a Chʒiſtian man, and his true oznaments and 
beautie that hath put on Jeſus Chziſt, wher⸗ 
by he may be knowen from other. 

Now that we haue in this ſozte ſpoken of A man is 
the Excellencie of this man, by marking and — be taken 
letting him foꝛth in his colours, no man may Sedo 
thinke that J will take no man foꝛ a Chi: he haue not 


ſtian, hut him that hath theſe markes ſo per⸗ — 
[Fetlp as though hee were full of the holy a pert | 
Ji. Ghoſt, | 
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Ghoſt, and renewed with ſuch vpꝛightnes of 

life, as though he wanted nothing. Fon if the 

cale ſtoode ſo, it were very hard to finde any 

ſuch amongſt men, foꝛ there hach neuer bene 

man yet lo perfect. Foz when we ſpeake of a 

Chꝛiſtian man, as of a man that is truly re⸗ 

| newed, and made ſpirituall, iuſt and without 

The woꝛk blame, we may not thinke that the wozke of 

| ofregene= this making a new creature, is awozke done 

poet in a moment, oꝛ in a day, vea oꝛ perfected all 

ted in one this life long: as we may not alſo thinke, that 

dap. it is a woꝛke which is wought equally in al: 

| fo2 it is a woꝛke which God furdereth in pꝛo⸗ 

| ces of time by litle and litle, and as it were by 

N degrees, accoꝛding toy meaſure that it plea 

ſech him to giue to eche of vs, vntill he haue 
bꝛought it to perkection, 

Dowea So that the ſpirit of God which is giuen 

1+ pn to a Chaiſtian,voethſo aboliſhe the coꝛruptiũ 

to be ſpiri⸗ okthe fleſh, that there remaine notwithſtan⸗ 

tuall and ding euen to death certaine reliques of the 

righteous. old man, but pet ſo that the holy Ghoſt in the 

end getteth ÿ vpper hand: Foz it can not be, 

but he is the ſtrongeſt whereſoeuer he is, and 

by the efficacie of his mouing, he holdeth mẽ 

neceſſarily in ſtedy and continuall obedience 

of Juſtice, as the ſeede whereby he is regene- 

rate, is incozruptible , By meanes whereof, 

though 
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though this man that is ſo regenerate , abi⸗ 
deth notwithſtanding in the fleſh, and ſinne 
dwelleth in him: yet accoꝛding to his better 
part, and in reſpect of the ſpirit that in the end 
ruleth in him, he is called ſpiritual, ſo that 
though there be at this pꝛeſent no ſuch per⸗ 
fection in the woꝛlde, but there may be ſome 
Fault found with it, notwithſtanding he is al- 
ready counted, as it were, inrepꝛehenſible, and 
without blame, who is regenerate and of a 
right heart tendeth to this marke. And J 
thought good to adde this point, to the ende 
that no man ſhoulde diſcourage him ſelke, 
chough he feele not a perkect regeneration c 
crucifying of the fleſhe in him lelte, and a full 
and whole quickening of the ſpirit , but laye 
that befoze him which J ſpake of befoze, as it 
were a paterne whereby he hath to fozme and 
frame his life, hooting alwayes at the per⸗ 
fectton,as at a marke which he mult alwates 
leuell at, conſidering how ſmala thing it is c 
of litle accompt to enter into the liſt of the 
Goſpel, vnleſſe we labour and ſtriue to come 
to the ende. Foz the chiefeſt wildome ofthe 
beſt, is to dꝛaw on further, and to go on moze 
and moꝛe, as the calling of a Chꝛiſtian man 
reguireth:nay no man ought to thinke ol him 
ſelfthas he hath pꝛolited but ſmally, that can 
| JT it. fecle 


Ee rcerlerr = 
feele in himſelfe ſome ſigne e witnes of Hit af 
felowſhip he hath with Chaift in his death, © 
reſurrection through new mottons of an vm⸗ 
fainedheart,which ſtriueth in deede to god di⸗ 
nes of life, Confivering that God ok his free 
goodnes vouchlaueth y holy affection which 
he him ſelfplantech in the heartes ok his ſer⸗ 
uants this honour, that he taketh him fora 
Chxꝛiſtian, which is not lo as pet pꝛoperly: fi 
- mi can not come to this happines in this life 
to be cleane from all ſinne, and to haue a ful- 
nes of faith & pure charitie. And in that that 
à man is taken to be a Chiſtian, it is bv rea⸗ 
fon of the newnes of life that is begonne in 
him thꝛough the vertue of the holy Ghoſt, y 
by his vertue quickeneth! him, vntil he be per⸗ 


| 
| 
| fectly renewed : which ci not be done befoze 
the time that we ſhall haue put ofthe mozta- 


| litie of theſe our bodies, and ther withall the 

| | filth of ſinne. 

An adio And therfozelet a man examine his life, & 

nit ion tu c⸗ ſoſid his heart to the depth, to know whether 

| the” h. he ſinde the markes of a Chyiſtian there 0? 

21 Wel no: and in caſe he do finde them there, let him 
cxanune be as thanlteful to God as if he had receiued 
12 ._ of the greateſ henelit in the wonlde, being alu 
be trucip a 7 ted that his name is vnitten in heauen : And 


2 2aſhan, tHexfoxe let hum we S. Iohn ſkip fo2 1ope, & 
crie 
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trie out with Elizabeth , and enlarge his 
tongue with Zacharie and magnifte the Lozd 
with the virgin Marie, fo2 that it hath pleaſed 
him to caſt vpon him, being but a woꝛme of 
the earth, the eyes of his great mercy, to 
make him taſte ſuch high things, ſo rich and 
ſecret to the ſenſe of man, chat chere is no eye 
can ſee them, no eare can heare the, no2 heart 
and vnderſtanding that can compꝛehend the, 
And let that man know, that this ſecret was 
giuen him, to the end he ſhould keepe this ſo 
great a beneſit vnto death, by encreaſing the 
ſame faith, wherby he was receinedto be par⸗ 
taker of this benefit: foꝛ it is che ende of a 
Chꝛiſtian mans calling to go on moꝛe and 
moꝛe in obedience to God ward, and to ſtriue 
without ceaſing to dꝛawe euery daye moꝛe 
nere thẽ other to him, regarding on the one 
ſide che goodnes of God on them that conti⸗ 
nue, and on the other ſide his ſeueritie on the, 
which abuſe the treaſure and hountifuines of 
his grace. And ik on the other ſide he can not 
know in him ſelke that he is a Chꝛiſtian cho⸗ 
ſen of God, let him ſobbe and ſighe befoze his 
kace, and pꝛaye to him to make him partaker 
of his tight and heauenly grace, to the end he 
mevbe cut ol doubt. For he that doubteth, 
hac h nat as pet (ufficient light in him, ſeeing 

the 


the efficacie of the witnes af Gods ſpirit is 

ſocleare and certaine in his heart in whom he 

is, chat as touching that point, there is no 

doubt. But we may well ſay that that man is 

That man blinde, peruerſe, and miſerable, that can nat 

0 ind that BET perſuade him ſelle ſo much of the goodnes, 

per mightie power and trueth of God, as to be⸗ 

ade hin leeue his pzomiles which he hach made, and 

[Chaitin ſwozne, aun pzonounced.ſoſolemnely , And 
cherefoꝛe let euerie manſtrine with him ſelfe 

to make his election ſure through a good cõ⸗ 

ſciẽce, and ſunceritie of life anſwerable to the 

pꝛoteſſion ot his faith, and labour by all 
meanes pollible , that the woꝛlde 
may know in deede that it is 


not in vaine that he per⸗ 
ſuadeth himſelle, he 
is a To 
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